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dives into the end-zone for a 
touchdown on the Husker's first pos- 


session of the second half of the 
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Orange Bowl. The Nebraska offense 





IN A SPLIT DECISION 
With a dominating performance in the Orange Bowl, Nebraska claimed a share 
of the National Championship. 


25 YEARS OF T.O, | vA 
Tom Osbome caps a 25-year coaching career by dominating Tennessee. | 


STAR STUDDED 
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post-season honors 


THE GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER 3 ¢@ 
Ahman Green decides to bypass his senior season and tum pro. 

NEW BLoop 

Six true freshmen played a key role in the 1997 National 
Championship campaign. 


PICTURE PERFECT 3 ; 


The Huskers ran through their 1997 opponents without a blemish, 
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"If within 30 days of your 
paranes from Nebraska 
Furniture Mart, in the 
unlikely event you find 
the exact same merchan- 
dise (brand and model} 
currently advertised or 
sold for less by any local 
authorized dealer, we will 
cheerfully refund the dif- 
ference—plus 10%. Just 
bring in the verifiable 

, written proof of the lower 
price, plus your original 
)) Nebraska Furniture Mart 
1) receipt. See store for full 
written copy of our price 
guarantee. 


A NEBRASKA FURNITURE MART COMPANY 
7311 Jones St. * Omaha NE 


CONVENIENT STORE HOURS 
Monday-Thursday 10 AM-9 PM 















Friday, Halloween 10 AM-6 PM 
Saturday 10 AM-6 PM & Sunday Noon-6 PM 
Phone Sales: 1-800-554-5759 or 392-3228 
Sale ends 11-08-97 
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Congratulations, 
National Champion 
Nebraska Cornhuskers! 

a 13-0 


~ IN 


Coach Tom Osborne 
255-49-3 


Thank You, 








..IN A SPLIT DECISION 


Nebraska fans were 
happy to settle 
for a piece of the 


National Championship 


By Brian Hill 





ne year later it would have been settled on the 
field. Beginning next season, the Big Ten and Pac-10 
champions will join everyone else in the “Super 
Alliance,” automatically matching the teams rated No. 
| and No. 2 in a national championship bow] game. 

Had the powers that be got their act together one 
year earlier, unbeaten and top-ranked Michigan would 
have been in Miami, meeting Tom Osborne’s final 
Nebraska team in the “Battle by the Beach.” 

But that wouldn’t matter as the 1997 season played out 
in Pasadena Jan. 1 and across the nation in Miami the next 


day. It was a two-day ride on an emotional roller-coaster. 
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‘and coaches take time-out 


Nebraska and Tennessee play 
ng Orange Bowl victory. 


prayerdollowing the Huskers" 


cl 










The Nebraska contingent spent the late afternoon of New 
Year's Day glued to the television sets at the Sheraton Bal 
Harbour on Miami Beach. They watched underdog 
Washington State take an early lead, fall behind, and almost 
stage a last-second comeback before falling to Michigan 21- 
16. 


Every top-ranked team that won its bowl game had 


remained No. | so prospects looked dim for the Huskers’ 
third national championship in four years. Osborne and his 
staff worked quickly to head off the depression. 

“LT felt 50-50." Osborne said. “It wasn't like | thought it 
was a done deal. We got the plavers together right after the 
game because we knew they'd be down.” 

Osborne credited a short videotape. put together by team 
psychologist Dr, Jack Stark, for helping the team retain tts 
focus, The tape, Osborne said, recapped the season, remind- 
ing the Huskers how far they had come to reach this point. 

“| said, you know that door is open at least a crack,” 
Osborne said. “It wasn't a thumping Michigan put on 
Washington State. [f Michigan had won by three or four 
touchdowns, we probably would have been out of it. But | 
told them it was open, and we had to take advantage of it and 
make sure it got wide open, 

“We kind of re-emphasized it before the game. | think 


Tennessee quarterback Peyton Manning was gracious in 
defeat after playing his first college game. The Husker 
defense held the freshman runner-up to 134 yards passing. 





they took it to heart and played really hard. But they were 
going to do that anyway.” 


Third-ranked Tennessee would no doubt agree. 
Bolstered by a 21-point third quarter that was Nebraska 
football at its finest, the Huskers subdued All-America quar- 


terback Peyton Manning and the Volunteers as they did their 


best to get the attention of the voters in the Associated Press 
and USA Today/ESPN polls with a 42-17 victory. 

Tennessee Coach Phillip Fulmer was impressed, 

“IT will vote for Nebraska as the No. | team in America,” 
Fulmer said at the postgame news conterence. “They espe- 
cially won the third quarter when they took over the game 
physically. They re as advertised from that standpoint.” 

Nebraska used an opportunistic first-half defense — 
scoring both touchdowns after turnovers — and some 





Nebraska combined 
offense and defense to 
throttle Tennessee. 
Ahman Green (far left) 
racks up part of his 206 
rushing yards against the 


Volunteer defense. 
Green was named 
Orange Bowl Most 


Valuable Player. 


Nebraska defensive back 
Mike Brown (Cleft) knocks 
away this pass intended 
for Tennessee wide 
receiver Marcus Nash. 


uncharacteristic pass plays 
— the Huskers had more 
yards passing than rushing at 
halftime — before cranking 
up their trademark unstop- 
pable ground attack to take 
control in the third quarter. 

Leading 14-3 at halftime, 
Nebraska drove 80 and 73 
yards for scores — with just 
one 6-yard pass play includ- 
ed — on its first two posses- 
sions of the third quarter the 
Huskers took a commanding 
28-3 lead. 

Junior I-back Ahman 
Green, voted the game's 
most valuable player, ran for 
a Husker bow! game and 
Orange Bowl-record 206 
yards and two scores, and 
quarterback Scott Frost ran 
for 60 yards and three touch- 
downs. 

Frost completed 9 of 12 passes for 125 yards, just 9 





fewer than Manning. but saved one of his most impressive 
deliveries for the postgame, when he posed a question to 
voters. 

“If all the pollsters honestly think after watching the 
Rose Bowl and watching the Orange Bowl that Michigan 
could beat Nebraska, go ahead and vote for Michigan, by all 
means,” Frost said. “But I don’t think there’s anybody out 
there with a clear conscience who can say that Nebraska and 
that great man Tom Osborne doesn't deserve a national 
championship for this. At least a share.” 

Osborne, who heard the Nebraska faithful chant “Os- 
borne! Os-borne!” as a tribute in the final game of his 25- 
year career and was doused with an ice bucket by defensive 
co-captains Jason Peter and Grant Wistrom late in the game, 
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Ahman Green 1 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Shevin Wiggins 10 run (Brown kick) 
Jeff Hall 44 FG 
Scott Frost 1 run (Brown kick) 
Frost 11 mun (Brown kick) 
Peerless Price 5 pass from Peyton 
Manning (pass failed) 
Green 22 run (Brown kick) 
Frost 9 run (Brown kick) 

Tw Andy Mccullough 3 pass from Tee 
Martin (Travis Stephens pass from 
Martin) 

Att. 72,385 


Team Statistics if | 
ic 20 
68-409 


125 


Fumbles-lost.. 
Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession... 


RUSHING — Green 29-206 


ee ry oy 
i pf . 


PASSING = Fr ost 9.42-0)-195 
RECEIVING — Sheldon Jackson 4-5 


yy Ubate FT 
| 


lar ¥ 7, 
a 4 thouh 


Jason Peter i 0-0 
EQWil SWAB ccscccnsvtd 0-0 
MiKG BROWM cscssscsson 0-0 
TOMY OME ssasseserieesss 0-0 
LAY FOREMAN vossssscconn 5 0-0 
MiK@ RUCKOP scccccsccccsued 1-9 





was more diplomatic, 

“We won 13, and we played 
I3. That's all we could do,” said 
Osborne, who announced his 
retirement Dec. 10. “So, it’s a 
great way to end 25 enjoyable 
years. There's been a few bumps 
along the road, but | can’t think of 
a better way to go out.” 

It would get better but not for 
afew hours. 

About 2 a.m, Jan. 3, Michigan, 
ranked first in both major polls to 
close the regular season, learned 
it had been crowned champion in 
the final Associated Press media 
poll. The Wolverines received 
SII/2 first-place votes to 
Nebraska's 181/2, 
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Husker quarterback Scott Frost (above) finished his collegiate football career by passing for 125 


yards and three touchdowns. 


Nebraska's Lance Brown (left) is congratulated by teammate Clint Finley after recovering 


a fumbled punt. 


When the USA Today/ESPN poll was 
announced on television about one-half hour later, 
there was a roar from Nebraska players and fans at 
the Sheraton Bal Harbour, Osborne, weary from a 
particularly emotional game day, was in his 
pajamas packing suitcases in his room when he 
heard his final Nebraska team had been crowned 
champion. The Huskers received two more first- 
place votes than Michigan. 

“The coaches poll was a little bit of a surprise, 
but a nice surprise,” Osborne, 60, said during a 
news conference later that morning. “By that time, 
I was wrung out enough that there wasn’t much 
emotion left. Naturally, | was pleased and grati- 
fied.” 

His wife, Nancy, said her husband was more 
emotional than he wanted to admit. 

“Tom was really happy. | think it means a lot 
when your peers vote for you,” she said after the 
press conference, “There has been a lot of change 
in our lives lately. Being emotional ts kind of silly. 
But | don’t know how else to react. 1 don’t know if 





Lombardi Award winner Grant Wistrom drags down a 
Tennessee player from behind. Wistrom led two 
unassisted tackles, one for a loss. 14 


| JAN. 3, 1998 | 
(First-place voles in parentheses) 


Nebraska (32) (13-0) 
Michigan (30) (12-0) 
Florida St (11-1) 
North Carolina (11-1) 
UCLA (10-2) 

Florida (10-2) 
Kansas $1 (11-1) 
Tennessee (11-2) 
Washington St (10-2) 
Georgia (10-2) 
Auburn (10-3) 

Ohio St (10-3) 

LSU (9-3) 

Arizona St (9-3) 
Purdue (9-3) 
Colorado St (11-2) 
Penn St (9-3) 
Washington (8-4) 
50. Mississippi (9-3) 
Syracuse (9-4) 
Texas A&M (9-4) 
Mississippi (8-4) 
Missouri (7-5) 
Oklahoma St (8-4) 
Air Force (10-3) 
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Dropped Out 
No, 25 Michigan St (7-5) 


Others Recelving Votes; Clemson 58, Georgia Tech 55, lowa 32, Louisiana Tech 31, 
Oregon 25, Cincinnati 24, Arizona 23, Mississippi St 20, Michigan St 16, New Mexico 
13, Wisconsin 13, Tulane 10, Virginia 9, West Virginia 7, Marshall 4, Notre Dame 1. 


JAN. 3, 1998 
(First-place votes in parentheses) 

TEAM PTS 
Michigan (51.5) (12-0) 1,731.5 
Nebraska (18.5) (13-0) 1,698.5 
Florida St (11-1) 1,599 
Florida (10-2) 1,455 
UCLA (10-2) 1,413 
North Carolina (11-1) 1,397 
Tennessee (11-2) 1,320 
Kansas St (11-1) 1,302 


= 





9. Washington St (10-2) 1,259 2 ws — 
10. Georgia (10-2) 1,121 Nebraska wingback Shevin Wiggins was a surprise weapon 
11. Auburn (10-3) 1,025 for the Husker offense in Miami. He carried three times for 
12. Ohio St (10-3) 975 28 yards and one touchdown in the season finale. 

13. LSU (8-3) 

14. Arizona St (8-3) 

. scape Tom does either.” 

17. Colorado St (11-2) 673 ) ; Osborne left with a 255-49-3 record, including an unbelievable 
18. Washington (8-4) 617 60-3 mark in the last five years. Wistrom said the players knew what 
19. So. Mississippi (9-3) 490 they had to do to make it a fitting sendoff. 

ro arte 8 “We could tell he wanted it.’ Wistrom said. “There was no way 
19. Mississippi (8-4 985 | we were going to let him down. This game we played strictly on 
23. Missouri (7-5) 175 ! emotion. We wanted Tom to be a winner, to go out on top. So we 


24. Oklahoma St (8-4) 72 


played all 60 minutes on emotion,”’ 
25. Georgia Tech (7-5) 64 


Defensive coordinator Charlie McBride, an Osborne assistant for 
j 4 ‘| ; Tele a | iayre f] } 140 ; 4 ri 

Others receiving votes: Arizona 59, Oregon 50, Air Force 37, Marshall 33, Virginia 31, 20 years, may have put it best. a 

Clemson 27, Louisiana Tech 20, Mississippi St 15, Michigan St 9, Wisconsin 8, New “These guys were playing for Tom and for all of his former 
Mexico 6, Cincinnat 5, Notre Dame 3; Jowa 2, Virginia Tech 1, players,” McBride said. “They had the honor of playing in Tom’s last 
game, and they showed it.” 
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. coach who couldn’t beat Oklahoma has defeated 
the Sooners seven straight times, by a combined score 

During a quarter-century of | of 142-28 the past two years. 
coaching, Tom Osbome never The coach who couldn’t win the big game has defeated 
the second-ranked team three times and the No. 3 team 


wavered from his convictions. 
twice in the past four seasons. 





The coach who couldn’t win bowl games has won four 

straight. 
By Brian Hill a 
Y And the coach who couldn’t win a national champi- 


onship just won his third in the past four seasons. 











One could say Tom Osborne and the Nebraska football 
program have come full circle since the 35-year-old assistant 
took over from Bob Devaney in 1973 after the Huskers had 
won national titles in two of the three previous seasons. 

But full circle might seem to indicate that the program 
was ever down during Osborne's 25-year reign, which ended 
with Nebraska's 42-17 demolition of Tennessee in the 
Orange Bowl Jan. 2 and the No. | ranking in the USA 
Today/ESPN coaches poll. Add back-to-back national cham- 
pionships in 1994 and 1995 to the latest prize. 

Nebraska won at least nine games and played in a bowl 
game in each of Osborne’s 25 seasons as head coach. He 
leaves with a 255-48-3 record, including a remarkable 50-2 
mark the past four seasons. Osborne retires as the sixth win- 
ningest coach in NCAA Division I-A history, behind Bear 
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Before and after. Tom 
Osborne made _ the 
pregame rounds visiting 
with offensive lineman 
Eric Anderson (Clef?). 


Following Nebraska's 
42-17 Orange Bowl 
victory over Tennessee, 
Osborne (right) drew a 
post-game crowd. 


Bryant, Pop Warner, Amos 
Alonzo Stagg, Joe Paterno 
and Bobby Bowden, 

It was only fitting that 
his final game be the Orange 
Bowl in Miami. Throughout 
Osborne’s 36 years at 
Nebraska, the first 1] as an 
assistant, the Huskers and 
the Orange Bowl have been 
closely linked. Miami was 
the site of his first national 
championship and his most 
memorable defeat. 

“In many ways, I’m glad 
this last game is in the 
Orange Bowl,”’ Osborne 
said before the game as the 
Huskers’ head coach. “Of all 
the bowls, the Orange Bowl 
has been the focal point for 
Nebraska and me over the 
last 36 years. There have 
been so many big games 
played in the Orange Bowl 
that have had national championship implications.”’ 

Osborne finished with a 4-7 Orange Bowl record. The 
losses included three that cost Nebraska national titles: 22- 
15 to Clemson in 1982, 31-30 to Miami in 1984 and 18-16 to 
Florida State in 1994, 

Nebraska ended a five-game Orange Bowl losing streak 
in 1995 when it beat Miami 24-17 to give Osborne his first 
national championship. 

But the Orange Bowl tor which he ts best remembered 
was in 1984, when his unbeaten and top-ranked Huskers, 
with Irving Fryar. Mike Rozier and Turner Gill. lost a game 
to Miami that ranks among the greatest in college football 
history. 

Nebraska scored a touchdown with 48 seconds left, and 
with no overtime then, Osborne likely could have clinched 


the national championship by settling for a 31-31 te. 
Instead, he went for two points. 

Osborne called a flood pattern (three receivers) to the 
right side. But Gill’s pass was deflected by Miami's Kenny 
Calhoun bounced off receiver Jeff Smith’s shoulder pads and 
hit the ground. The two-point conversion pass was incom- 
plete, and Miami ended up with the championship. 

Fourteen years later, Osborne still is asked about his 
gallant decision, which drew nationwide praise. 

“It never occurred to me not to go for two,”’ 
“Most people like to see a clear-cut winner.’ 

What would he do if faced with the same decision now’ 

“[?d probably kick the point,’ 
Into overtime.” 

Osborne’s first visit to Miami with the Cornhuskers was 
as a graduate assistant to Bob Devaney in 1963, The Huskers 
beat Auburn that year, 13-7. Two years later, they lost to 
Alabama in the Orange Bowl 39-28. 

The Devaney-led program bounced back, and the 
Huskers beat Alabama 38-6 in the 1972 Orange Bow! to win 
their second consecutive national title. 

“That had to be the high point of Bob’s career,”’ 
Osborne said. 

When Osborne replaced Devaney in 1973, the Orange 
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The Huskers exclamated their 1994 Orange Bowl 
victory over Miami by carrying Osborne off the field. 


Vf 


Bow! — a reward for the Big Eight championship — 
remained the Cornhuskers’ goal each season. The recent 
bowl alliance has changed the selection process, but 
Nebraska still has been to the Orange Bowl six of the past 
seven seasons. 

“As far as Miami is concerned, | really have a lot of 
memories, most of them great memories,” Osborne said. 
“It's been a great place for Nebraska for a long time.” 

The most recent Orange Bow! victory gave Nebraska its 
third perfect season in his final four and fueled comparisons 
of the 1997 team to his previous title teams. 

The 1994 Nebraska team, Osborne said, “was held 
together by will and baling wire.” He referred to injuries to 
quarterbacks Tommie Frazier and Brook Berringer that 
forced walk-on Matt Turman into a starting role. 

Osborne said the 1995 Husker team was probably the 
most talented he has coached. It was the most controversial 
season he endured, he said, and both his most pleasant and 
unpleasant year of coaching. 

“This year's team was somewhere in between, probably a 
little more talented than the 1994 team and not nearly as 
controversial as the 1995 team, which was nice,” he said. 

“So it was just kind of a nice way to go out. There was 
nice leadership on the part of the players. I didn’t have to do 
very much, They took charge.” 

Osborne said the toughest part of leaving was 
telling the players. 

“ll miss them a great deal,” he said. “I'll miss the 
coaches. I'll miss the strategy. I’m intrigued by the game. I 
always have been and probably always will be. I just really 
love football, 

“But there’s more to life, and Pll move on, and I'll be 
fine.” 

Osborne planned to continue working for the Nebraska 
program until Feb. 4. After the bowl game, he traveled to 
Dallas for the American Football Coaches’ Association con- 
vention and then hit the road recruiting. 

“Recruiting is not that bad.” he said. “I like to talk to 
the kids. It will give me a chance to wind down from the 
job a little bit.” 

Osborne reiterated that he is unsure of his plans after 
Feb. 4. He did say he looks forward to relaxation. 

“I don't think I’ve ever really totally unwound for a 
long, long time, to where I really felt completely rested 
and really knew for sure | was in syne,” he said. “That's 
what [ want to do first.” 

The hectic pace of his profession was one of the reasons 
Osborne gave when he announced his retirement in 
December. 

One day after he had tried to downplay rumors, a “major” 
news conference was called for the afternoon of Dec. 10. 
There, Osborne made it official. He would be stepping down 
after the Jan. 2 Orange Bowl. 

Moments later, Athletic Director Bill Byrne thanked 
Osborne and announced that assistant head coach Frank 
Solich would be the new head coach. 

Osborne, 60, said concerns about his health figured into 
but were not the ultimate reason for his decision to retire. He 
underwent double-bypass heart surgery in 1985 and was hos- 
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Osborne (above) and the Husker players were presented with the 1998 Orange Bowl trophy in front of 


a national CBS audience. Osborne finished 4-7 in the Orange Bowl during 25 years of coaching. 


Osborne (Ceft) said he'll miss the strategy involved in coaching. ‘I'm intrigued by the game. | always 


have been and probably always will be.’ 


pitalized in November for an irregular heartbeat. 

“T can still function,” Osborne said. “I just 
don’t think it’s wise to continue to push that hard.” 

That health issue was a part of the first of four 
reasons he gave for leaving the post. He said the 
demands of doing the job the way he thinks it must 
be done include 15-hour days. 

“The hours are long, and there are no short- 
cuts,” Osborne said. “What I’ve come to realize 
over the last two or three months ts that [ was not 
going to be able to sustain that pace for any great 
length of time.” 

The second reason, he said, was his faith in 
God. 

“T take my faith very seriously and examine 
that part of my life extensively, and I feel that at 
this time it would be wrong for me to continue 
beyond this time,” Osborne said. “If I were to go 
forward from this point as the coach, I would not 
feel good about the spiritual aspect of my life.” 

The third reason Osborne gave, in one of the 
more emotional moments of the news conference. 
was family. Osborne and his wife, Nancy, have a 





Osborne shakes hands with Husker punter Jesse 
Kosch before 1997 Senior Day. The Huskers defeated 
lowa State 77-14. 








son and two daughters and three grandchildren, 

“T really appreciate Nancy’s stance in all this,” he said. 
“She's raised three children, fairly single-handedly. and | 
don’t think I’ve realized until recently for years how diffi- 


cult some of that was. | can’t express to her how much | 
appreciate all that she’s done. As far as my children, | think 
sometime’s being the head coach's children has a some 
pluses, and it has a lot minuses, Certainly, my family has 


been very important to me, and | don’t know that you ever 


make up for lost time. But, maybe over the next few years, 
some things will occur that can make up for some of the 
limes we didn’t have together the way it should have hap- 
pened.” 

The final reason Osborne gave was that he was very con- 
fident in the man taking over the program, Solich. 
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Husker quarterback 
Tommie Frazier greets 
Osborne (Cleft) before 
being announced for the 
final time in front of 
Nebraska fans. Osborne 
called the Frazier-led 
1995 team the most tal- 
ented he coached. 


Osborne said continuity 
of his staff was impor- 
tant. Osborne's staff 
in 1978 (right) includ- 
ed three assistants 
who were part of his 
final staff. 


“That's why I wanted to 
do it now, because I knew 
that this would happen.” 
Osborne said. “The players 
would be taken care of, and 
the coaches would be taken 
care of, and a guy that can 
do the job would be in 
charge.” 

Osborne told his players 
earlier that day. The team 
meeting began like any 
other, quarterback Scott 
Frost said. Then Osborne 
broke the news. “Everybody 
was totally quiet and you 
could hear a pin drop,”’ 
Frost said. “Coach Osborne 
doesn t usually show any 
emotion, but there was a 
tear in his eye.”" 

At the crowded news 
conference, the coach once 
again showed his emotions. 
His eyes welled up as four 
of his players took the podium in front of about 300 people 
to offer their thanks. 

“Coach talked about not being around all the time when 
his kids were growing up,” fullback Joel Makovicka said. 
“He's had a chance to watch 150 of us grow up and thou- 
sands who came before them. He has been like a father 
figure to all of us.” 

Sometimes, Osborne has been harshly criticized for not 
handing down stiffer penalties when his players broke not 
only team rules, but were arrested for a variety of reasons. 

Star I-back Lawrence Phillips was suspended after 
attacking a former girlfriend in September 1995. Osborne 
brought him back to the team after six games because he 
thought it was the best thing for Phillips and said he still 
does not regret the decision. 


“| have no regrets because | thought it was best for 
everybody that Lawrence Phillips return to the team,” 
Osborne told the Lincoln Journal Star. 

The controversy became national news partly because 
Osborne's program had been so clean for so long. 

“People were trying to say he'd do anything to put the 
best player in there to help us win, but that wasn’t the 
case,’ said senior defensive tackle Jason Peter, whose 
brother Christian played for Osborne and was plagued 
with his own legal problems. 

“That hurts us when people are saying bad things 
about Coach Osborne, because we know the type of 
person he is. He cares about people off the field more 
than he does on the field.” 

Osborne dislikes the suggestion that he became just 
another win-at-all-costs coach, but admits he’s not perfect. 

“I’ve always tried to do what I thought was the right 
thing,” he said. “With 20-20 hindsight, [ve made some mis- 
takes. But I don’t have any major regrets. Based on the 
information I had, I've always tried to do the best I could. | 
think the effort has been there, and | think my heart has been 
in the right place. But like anybody, I certainly make mis- 
takes.”’ 

Osborne grew up in Hastings and showed talent in foot- 
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Osborne was criticized late in his career by the 
national media as a “win-at-all-costs" coach. Nebraska 
players defended their leader saying he cared about 
the type of people they were off the field. 
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Osborne watches intently from the sidelines as his Huskers dominate Tennessee 42-17 in the Orange Bowl and 
win their third National Championship in four years. 


ball, basketball and track. He was the first in the state to be 
named both high school athlete of the year and, later, state 
college athlete of the year. 

After his 1959 graduation from Hastings College, he 
played three seasons in the NFL — two with the 
Washington Redskins and one with the San Francisco 49ers 
— as a reserve wide receiver. 

Osborne returned to Nebraska as a graduate assistant to 
Devaney in 1962. He became a part-time coach in 1964, full- 
time receiver coach in 1967 and later offensive coordinator 
under Devaney. who saw something special in the tall, thin, 
mild-mannered assistant. 

“He's had a great influence on me because he gave me 
a chance to coach,” Osborne said at the time of Devaney’s 
death in May. “A lot of places, a guy from Hastings 
College he didn’t know from Adam probably wouldn't 
have got a chance, That's the way Bob was. He was 
always willing to give you a shot. (ll always be grateful to 
him for that.” 

Osborne had trouble beating rival Oklahoma early in 
his career, drawing the ire of some Nebraska fans. He 
ended a five-game losing streak to the Sooners and Barry 
Switzer in 1978, only to have Oklahoma selected as 
Nebraska's Orange Bow] opponent. Switzer won the return 
match 31-24. 

The early pressure caused Osborne to seriously consider Osborne turned over the coaching reins to Frank 

Solich after the Orange Bow! victory. 
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Husker fans traveled to the Orange Bowl by the thousands this year to say good-bye to their coaching hero. 


DATE 

sept. 8, 1973 
Oct. 7, 1978 
Nov. 11, 1978 
sept. 24, 1983 
Oct. 8, 1983 


sept. 24, 1988 
Oct, 7, 1993 
Jan. 1, 1995 
Jan. 2, 1996 
Nov. 1, 1997 
Jan. 2, 1998 


SCORE 

Nebraska 40, UCLA 13 
Nebraska 23, lowa State 0 
Nebraska 17, Oklahoma 14 First victory over Oklahoma 
Nebraska 42, UCLA 10 Victory No. 100 


Nebraska 14, Oklahoma State 10 Passed Bob Devaney as all-time 
winningest coach 


Nebraska 47, Arizona State 16 Victory No. 150 

Nebraska 27, Oklahoma State 13 Victory No. 200 

Nebraska 24, Miami 17 First national championship 
Nebraska 62, Florida 24 second national championship 
Nebraska 69, Oklahoma 7 Victory No. 250 


Nebraska 42, Tennessee 17 Victory No. 255; final game; 
split of third national championship 


SIGNIFICANCE 
Victory No. 1 
Victory No. 50 





| the head coaching job at Colorado, but he stayed 


| and persevered. 


Osborne later used his early experiences with 
Oklahoma to reflect on struggles to win bowl 


| gumes. Seven straight bowl losses from 1987 


through 1993 gave him a label of being unable to 
win the big games. 

That ended Jan. 1, 1995, with the Huskers’ 
second-half dominance of the Hurricanes on 
Miami's home field at the Orange Bowl. The dra- 
matic 24-17 victory gave Nebraska its first national 
title in 23 years. The Huskers were 13-0 that season 
and went 12-0 in 1995, including a 62-24 rout of 
Florida in the Fiesta Bowl for a second national 
championship. The third would follow, in a split 
vote, Wo years later. 

The case can be made that Osborne ts the great- 
est college coach of all time, challenging even Bear 
Bryant, who won five national titles at Alabama in 
an era of less parity. 

Osborne, naturally, wants no part of any discus- 
sion about his legacy. 

“Pll let other people decide on that,’ he said. 
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Enjoy ‘98 for only $99. PR IMES= 
Start the vear out with the best deal in satellite TV. You By cox%K” 


vet installation. tree litetime maintenance. 12 free monthh 


program guides, a free month of our PRIMEValuc 
programming package and our revolutionary 
oe | ° s 
PRIMEFINDER remote (which makes finding the sta | (: 
show youre looking for a breeze) for just S99! With , 


Plus a FREE 
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picture and sound, we know what you'll be doing the 


rest ol the vear, Hurry, this offer won't last. 


Seas ctr estate sete resem Call Now 1-800-PRIMESTAR 


TWO POWERFUL 
LITTLE HUSKERS 


Here's a little something every Big 
Red fan needs. A Husker Phone, 
available exclusively from Aliant 
Cellular. No matter which model 
you choose, a portion of the sale 
will go to the UNL Scholarship 
Fund. What's more, by owning one 


of these powerful Motorola phones 
with Husker graphics, you'll 
always send a clear message. 

Like “Go 8ig Red!” 


Ali 
Aliant 
Cellular. 
MAKING IT EASIER TO COMMUNICATE” 
In Omaha: 402-758-2000 
In Lincoln: 402-435-5050 


In Greater Nebraska: 1-890-633-3815 
In Coune|! Blufts: 717-322-5500 
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R Grant Wistrom and Jason Peter could 


Lombardi Award winner have taken the money and ran. 
Grant Wistrom led a parade Both considered making themselves eligible for the 


of Husker players eaming NFL Draft after their junior seasons, but stayed at 


post-season honors Nebraska and were the stabilizing influences on a young 


defense that ranked among the national leaders in the 
national championship season. 
By Brian Hill 


Wistrom and Peter were two of a number of Nebraska 


layers earning honors during the championship season. 
a) o 
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Rush end Wistrom was the most decorated, becom- 
ing the fourth Husker to win the Lombardi Award as the 
nation’s top collegiate lineman and earning first-team 
All-America and Academic All-America honors for the 
second straight year, 

“Winning an award like this is nice, but the main 
reason | came back to Nebraska was to play on a great 
team, to play with my friends and to have a chance to 
win the national championship,” Wistrom said at the 
Lombardi presentation Dec. 10 in Houston. 

Wistrom received a National Football Foundation 
and College Hall of Fame $18,000 postgraduate schol- 
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arship and was a repeat selection as Big 12 Defensive 
Player-of-the-year. He led the team in tackles for 
losses with 17 and in sacks with 8 1/2. 

Peter was a first-team All-America selection and a 
finalist for the Outland Trophy. He also was listed by 
The Sporting News as the No. | defensive tackle 
prospect for the 1998 NFL Draft. Peter was second on 
the team in tackles for losses with 15 and added 7 
sacks. 

Peter was edged for the Outland by guard Aaron 
Taylor, marking the fourth time that Nebraska has won 
both the Lombardi and Outland in the same season. 


Husker defenders Grant 
Wistrom (98( and Jason 
Peter (left) teamed to 
become one of the most- 
feared combinations in 
college football this year. 
Wistrom became the 
fourth Husker to win the 
Lombardi Award and 
Peter was a finalist for 
the Outland Trophy. 


Nebraska guard Aaron 
Taylor (67, right) was 
named the winner of the 
Outland Trophy, which 
goes to the nation's top 
interior lineman. 


(Rich Glover won both in 
1972. Dave Rimington 
doubled in 1982, and Dean 
Steinkuhler captured the 
awards in 1983). 

It was the eighth time a 
Nebraska player had won 
the Outland. which goes to 
the top interior lineman. 
Taylor, who moved back 
to guard from center this 
season, became the first 
Husker to be named All- 
America at two positions 
— center in 1996 and left 
guard in 1997. 

He also 
Lombardi semifinalist. 

“We have a great tradi- 
tion at Nebraska. and it’s 
just a great honor to be in 
that line with those guys.” 
Taylor said after receiving 
the Outland during the 
college football awards show Dec. 11 on ESPN. “That's 
what I went to Nebraska for, to be on a great team, and 
that’s what we've done. It’s been exciting.” 

Senior quarterback Scott Frost was one of five final- 
ists for the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Award, won by 
Tennessee's Peyton Manning. Frost. one of just 10 
quarterbacks in Division I-A history to rush and pass 
for 1.000 yards in a season, also was one of 14 nomi- 
nees for the Davey O’Brien National quarterback 
award. He was a second-team Academic All-American. 

Junior I-back Ahman Green, who would later make 
himself eligible for the NFL Draft, ranked second 
nationally in rushing (156.4) and in average per carry 
(6.96), and was a second-team All-America selection. 


Was cl 





He was a Heisman Trophy candidate and one of three 
finalists for the Doak Walker Award, won by Ricky 
Williams of Texas. He also was one of 15 semifinalists 
for the Football News Offensive Player-of-the- Year. 

Wistrom, Peter, Taylor, Green, sophomore corner- 
back Ralph Brown and senior tackle Eric Anderson all 
were first-team All-Big 12 selections. Anderson was a 
third-team All-America selection by Associated Press. 

Junior kicker Kris Brown was a semifinalist for the 
Lou Groza Award, and guard-center Matt Hoskinson, 
fullback Joel Makovicka and linebacker Brian Shaw 
made the Sports Illustrated All-Walk-On Team. 
Makovicka joined Wistrom as a first-team Academic 
All-America pick. 
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+ THE GRASS IS ALWAYS GREENER 


unior l-back Ahman Green, who helped 
Nebraska to a share of the national title and 
became the school’s No. 2 all-time rusher, 
y announced Jan. 7 that he will skip his senior 


| year to enter the NFL draft. 
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Green's 1,877 yards this season was the second-best 
single-season rushing total in school history, just 65 yards 
short of the 2,148 Mike Rozier had during his Heisman 
Trophy year in 1983. The Omaha Central product finished 
with 3,880 yards, second only to Mike Rozier's 4,780. 

Green rushed for at 
least 100 yards in every 
game this season 
except one: a 99-yard 
performance in 
Nebraska's 59-14 win 
over Akron in the 
Season opener Aug. 30. 
He rushed for a 
Nebraska bowl and 
Orange Bowl-record 206 
yards in the Huskers’ 
42-17 victory over 
Tennessee in Tom 
Osborne's final game as 
head coach. 

“A lot of people 
might say that Coach 
Osborne stepping down 
might be a factor, and 
that wasn't,” Green 
Said. “If he was staying, 
this would still be my 
decision of coming out 
because | would love to 
play for Coach (Frank) 
solich. He was a great 
coach for me for three 
years, and | would love 
to play for him, but this 
is a decision for myself 
that | have to make.” 

Mel Kiper Jr., an 
NFL draft analyst, has 
projected Green as a 
second-round pick and 
said he could be among 
the first five running 
backs taken. His value 





in the April 18 draft grew the next day, when Texas 
running back Ricky Williams, who edged Green for the 
rushing title by 16 yards, announced he would return for 
his senior season. 

“He's a Straight-line type runner, a north-south guy,” 
Kiper said. “The question with Green is this: Will he be 
elusive and creative enough as an NFL runner?” 

Candidates to replace Green in the Nebraska backfield 
include Correll Buckhalter, who rushed for 311 yards and 
six touchdowns as a true freshman; DeAngelo Evans, who 
missed the 1997 season 
recovering from a pelvis 
injury after rushing for 
776 yards and 14 touch- 
downs as a freshman; 
and redshirt freshman 
Dan Alexander, who was 
slowed by injuries after 
an outstanding spring. 

“There are a lot of 
great backs that are left 
there,” Green said. 
“Correll and hopefully 
DeAngelo Evans will get 
better and be back 
there. With the recruits 
coming in that will 
make Nebraska as 
potent as any other 
offense in America 
come next season.” 

Green becomes only 
the fifth Cornhusker to 
leave school early for 
the NFL. Tight end 
Johnny Mitchell was a 
1992 first-round draft 
pick by the New York 
Jets. The others all were 
running backs: Derek 
Brown, who was drafted 
in the fourth round by 
New Orleans in 1993: 
Calvin Jones, a 1994 
third-round pick by the 
Los Angeles Raiders; 
and Lawrence Phillips, a 
first-round pick by St. 
Louis in 1995. 


Ahman Green, who will bypass his senior season to turn 
pro, appeared on the cover of Nebraska Sports America 
Magazine many times. 


MivY — 

7 PERSONAL LOANS 

MORTGAGE LOANS 
CHECKING © SAVINGS 

IRAs ¢ CDs ¢ HOME BANKING 

24-HOUR ATM BANKING 

TELEPHONE BANKING © 551-7300 
¢ Pay bills by phone 


¢ On-line account information, 6 AM to midnight, 7 days a week 
e Live operator Personal Banking, 7 AM to midnight, 7 days a week 


nN Commercial 
or" Federal,.Bank 





L111} 19 Omaha Area Offices. 
554-1602 Omaha For Personal Banking Service 7 AM - Midnight or for the branch nearest you call 551-7300. 
1-800-237-9839 Outside Omaha call 1-800-562-3426. www.comfedbank.com 








threat as a receiver 
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ebraska freshman Matt Davison became an 
instant celebrity when he pulled off “the 
Miracle in Missouri” on Nov. 8. It was 
eight weeks later, however, when he real- 
ized the true significance of his catch — the deflected 
pass for a touchdown at the end of regulation that 
sent the game into overtime. 

“| realize it’s probably a bigger deal now that we 
went on and won the national championship, but that 
was just one play during a long season. 

“I’m really glad it happened, now especially.” 

Without it, the Huskers would not have tied 
Missouri as time expired and went on to a 45-38 
victory, the ninth in 13-0 season. They would not 
have been in Miami, with an unbeaten record and 
a shot at their third national championship in 
four years. 

Davison, who led Tecumseh to the Class C-2 state 
basketball tournament championship in March, tied 
for fourth on the team in receiving with 11catches. He 
led the team in yardage with 232. 

“| don't think | could write a better storybook for 
this freshman season, especially with the ending,” 
Davison said. “This is 
a dream come true. . 
. a dream season | 
guess.” 

Five other true 
freshmen were part of 
the national champi- 





onship mix. 

Without a doubt, 
the flashiest was 
quarterback-turned- 
wingback Bobby 
Newcombe, who 


brought back memo- 
ries of 1972 Heisman 
Trophy winner Johnny 
Rodgers. Newcombe, 
who played as a 
backup quarterback 
the first two games, 
became a big-play 


and kick returner. 
The Albuquerque, 
N.M., native caught 


HEROS DAVISON AND 
NEWCOMBE CONTRIBUTE 


seven passes for 173 yards and a touchdown. He also 
rushed 16 times for 158 yards and a score. 
Newcombe averaged 20.3 yards on 12 punt returns 
and had one touchdown. 

l-back Correll Buckhalter, the only healthy 
backup to Ahman Green at the start of the season, 
was the team’s fourth leading rusher with 311 yards 
and six touchdowns. 

Erwin Swiney became the second true freshman in 
two years (following Ralph Brown) to start in the 
Husker secondary, when he took over the left corner- 
back position for the final nine games. The high 
school sprint champion from Lincoln Northeast had 24 
tackles, two interceptions and two fumble recoveries. 

Backup cornerback Joe Walker played in all 12 
games, starting one, and had 27 tackles and two inter- 
ceptions, including a 71-yard return for a touchdown. 
He was also the leading kickoff returner, with 15 for a 
25.9-yard average. 

Kyle Vanden Bosch could become the latest in a 
long line of top rush ends. Playing as a backup and on 
special teams, he had 21 tackles, including one sack, 
and recovered a fumble. 





Bobby Newcombe was dangerous whenever he touched the 


football. 


Newcombe returned 12 punts for an average of 20.3 


yards and one touchdown. 





Huskers Win...Huskers Win...Huskers Win... 


(Sounds like a broken record.) 


Congratulations, Coach Osborne and the team. What a perfect ending to 
an unforgettable era: 255 wins, 3 national championships and 25 years of great memories. 
You’ ve made us proud to say, “We're Nebraskans.” 


At Kirkpatrick Pettis, our philosophy is based on that same principle of winning. 
We've been helping clients succeed with sound, long-term investment planning 
since 1925, Interested in more information? Give us a call. In Omaha, 
call Cheryl A. Clark, Vice President and Branch Manager, at 402-392-7879. 
Outside of Omaha, call 800-776-5777. 
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Kirkpatrick Pettis 


A Mutual of Omaha Company 


HOME OFFICE; 10250 REGENCY CIRCLE, SUITE 400 # OMAHA, NE 68114 
402-397-5777 @ 800-776-3777 


Mernber Securities Investor Protection Corporation 


INDOOR SCHEDULE 
HOME GAMES ONLY 
sun V JAN 4 6:05 PM 
41 JAN 9 7:05 PWV 


A FLAMES 
559-5425 
~~ \WWWLOMAHAFLAMES.COM 

FRI FEB 6 


ONLY 10 GAMES LEFT! =| ss: 
Purchase 10 Tickets for $40.00 


That's $10 off the regular price. 


ALL d00-KIC 


For more information 


Tom's 1st 
National Championship | sai " 
Autographed Football ———— Nebraska Collectibles 
Only a few left, don't be glasswear, Holiday 
left out! Authentic Tom : ornaments, neck 
Osborne signature, only : ties flags, teddy 
500 in existence! Add oi , , bears, posters 
_this priceless | and much, 
Husker memorabilia much more! 
to your collection! 


Thanks for 25 great years Coach Osborne! 


Westroads Crossroads Gateway Conestoga , 
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AS FAR AS SEASON-OPENERS GO, NEBRASKA'S 59-14 


VICTORY OVER AKRON WAS 


NEARLY PERFECT 


kron’s dream of staying with 

sixth-ranked Nebraska lasted for 

A about the first seven minutes of 

the Huskers’ season-opener. Nebraska 

drove 49 yards with the opening kickoff 

before Kris Brown missed a 38-yard 

field goal, and the Zips took over at 
their own 21. 

But after a quick three-and-out, 
Nebraska regained possession and 
went 55 yards in just four plays, and 
the expected rout was on. The 
Cornhuskers scored on nine straight 
possessions in a 59-14 victory, the 
37th consecutive home win and 300th 
at Memorial Stadium. 


“These kind of games don’t give me 


any great joy or pleasure,” Nebraska 


Coach Tom Osborne said. 
“But we have to play 
whoever's on our sched- 
ule. Akron did the very 
best it could.” 

But the game was bas1- 
cally the mismatch every- 
one figured it would be 
when it first appeared on 
the schedule. The Huskers 
were so dominant that 
punter Jesse Kosch did 
not make an appearance. 
Nebraska held a 644-243 
advantage in total yardage, including 
472-99 on the ground. 

Four players had two touchdowns 


each, including senior quarterback Scott 








True freshman Matt Davison 
(above) was the leading 
receiver in the 1997 opener. 


Kris Brown Ueft) missed a 
38-yard field goal on the 
opening drive, but later made 
a 34-yarder. 
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NEBRASKA 59 
AKRON 14 


Scott Frost 26 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Joel Makovicka 20 run (Brown kick) 
Ahman Green 7 run (Brown kick) 
Brown 34 FG 

Green 45 run (Brown kick) 

Frost 5 run (Brown kick) 

Makovicka 11 run (Brown kick) 

Bo Hunter 11 run (Jamie Stidham kick) 
Correll Buckhaller 8 run (Ted Retzlatt 
kick) 

Buckhalter 3 run (Retzlaff kick) 

Lavell Bailey 69 pass from James 
Washington (Stidham kick) 

75,124 


Team Statistics NU 
FATSE HIWING oocccccssscstcccoscccsssssesncrvees 30 
Rushes-Yards ......-ccccooeesossees 


56-472 
172 
0-0 
168 
12-19-0 
FRrmDbeS-1OSt ...aa...o.a---nseceesvvereeseane 4-] 
Penalties-Yards 0. 5-60 
Time Of POSSESSION 0 ssnnennucd I: 28:57 


Nebraska Offensive Statistics 

RUSHING — Frost 11-123, Green 9-99, Frankie 
London 5-79, Buckhalter 11-61, Makovicka 7-59, 
Bobby Newcombe 7-32, Billy Legate 3-14, Jay 
Runty 1-3, Josh Cobb 1-2, Travis Soucie 1-0. 

PASSING —Frost 7-13-0-6/, London 4-5-0-90, 
Newcombe 1-1-0-15, 

RECEIVING — Matt Davison 3-64, Shevin Wiggins 
2-29, John Gibson 2-18, Sheldon Jackson 1-17, 
Billy Haafke 1-15, Billy Legate 1-15, Sean 
Applegate 1-9, Jeff Lake 1-9, 


Nebraska Defensive Leaders 
Player Tackles Sacks-Yds For Loss-Yds 
Make BROW ...scceneeed) 0-0 
Say FOPOMAM ses seaass. dd 0-0 
GArlOS PODK .ssccsssvseeendd 0-0 
JASON PRLBT ...ccvvvceenenntl 0-0 
JOE WA IKEF ...cccccceeennntt 0-0 





Shevin Wiggins (above right) 
finds open ground on this 
punt return. 


Chad Kelsey (far right) 
causes this Akron pile-up. 
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Frost, who rushed for a career-high 123 


yards. Frost scored on runs of 26 and 5 
yards. He also completed 7- of-13 
passes for 67 yards. Junior I-back 
Ahman Green added 99 yards and 
touchdowns of 7 and 45 yards on just 
nine carries, 

Junior fullback Joel Makovicka, 
starting for the first time, added 59 
yards on seven carries, including touch- 
down runs of 20 and 11 yards, and true 
freshman I-back Correll 


Buckhalter rushed for 61 yards and 





touchdowns of 8 and 3 yards. 

“It's hard to defend it all with a team 
as talented as they are at every position 
on both sides of the ball,” Akron Coach 
Lee Owens said. “If we take the full- 
back away or we take the pitch away, 
then the quarterbacks are going to run 
for 1,000 yards.” 

The game also marked the debut of 
heralded freshman quarterback Bobby 
Newcombe, who rushed seven times for 
32 yards and completed his only pass. He 


also returned one kickoff for 16 vards. 


Matt Davison, a true freshman split 


end from Tecumseh, had Nebraska’s 
first reception of the game and finished 
as the leading receiver with three 
catches for 64 yards, including a 46- 
yarder from sophomore Frankie London. 
London, the No. 2 quarterback, also saw 
his first significant action as a Husker, 
rushing five times for 79 yards and com- 
pleting 4-of-5 passes for 90 yards. 

Frost, London and Newcombe com- 
bined to rush 23 times for 234 yards as 


Nebraska’s option game looked to be in 


high gear. 
“The timing and speed on the 
options were better,” Frost said. 


“IT think we're ahead of where we 


were last year at this point.” 


les hard to 
defend it all 
with a team as 
talented as they 
are at every 
position on both 
sides of the ball.” 


— Akron Coach Lee Owens 
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ALTHOUGH CENTRAL FLORIDA REFUSED TO BE 
INTIMIDATED, THE HUSKERS, IN THE END, 


EOCAPED WITH 
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n what was mistakenly viewed as atune-up —- Central Florida's performance, the Huskers also 
§ for a more formidable opponent ahead, found themselves in the middle of a quarter- 
Nebraska's outing with Central Florida — back controversy. 
resembled nothing like a rout. The Golden The scenario resulted when the Central 
Knights were to receive their flogging — and a 
$475,000 payout — and get on with their 
season. Someone forgot to tell Duante 
Culpepper. who completed 24 of 35 passes for 
318 yards and one touchdown. 
In the end, the 2-0 Huskers held off the 
Golden Knights 38-24. 
While the Golden Knights came to Lincoln 
with two losses, Husker Coach Tom Osbome 


wasn't fooled. “You have to be realistic and 





look at the fact now that this team that we 


played today probably should have won one or Octavious McFarlin (above) tackles Central Florida quarterback 
Duante Culpepper. 


two games by now,” | | 
of ; Jason Peter Ueft) reacts after a sack. 
Besides the wake-up call provided by 
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NEBRASKA .......10 14 17 7 — 
CENTRAL FLORIDA ..7 10 


CF Daunte Culpepper 10 run 
(Fred Waczewski kick) 
sheldon Jackson 16 pass from 
Scott Frost (Kris Brown kick) 
Waczewski 51 field goal 
Frankie London 8 run (Brown kick) 
Mike Grant 2 run (Waczewski kick) 
Kris Brown 27 FG 


(v= 3 


Correll Buckhalter 13 run (Brown kick) 


Correll Buckhalter 5 run (Brown kick) 


Freddy Moore 4 pass from Culpepper 


(Waczewski kick) 
- Prost 5 run (Brown kick) 
75,327 


Team Statistics CF 


First OWS saccsscsscccssuaccsecvaree 14 30 


eo | 26-47 
Passing Yards ...ccccvssesssu 
Sacked-Yards Lost...... 3-21 
Petar Vers a seccsssee 
a i 

| Fumbles-Lost_........ 

| Penalties-Yards 
Time of Possession oo... 20 


10-150 


65-364 
BIB 150 
1-5 


8 


RUSHING — Ahman Green 25-113, Burkhalter 11- 
62, Joel Makovicka 11-68, Frost 10-52, London 2- 
16, Billy Legate 2-12, Willie Miller 1-10, Bobby 
Newcombe 1-5, Josh Cobb 1-4, Ben Kingston 1-2 


PASSING — Frost 9-14-0 120, London 1-1-0 30 


RECEIVING — S. Jackson 3-61, Kenny Cheatham 2- 
36, Green 2-30, Shevin Wiggins 1-12, Lance 


Brown 1-8, Legate 1-3. 


| Player Tackles Sacks-Yds For Loss-Yds 
Mike Brown......... | 0-0 1-2 
Jerome Peterson.......6 0-0 0-0 
Chad Kelsay. ....05 0-0 2-2 


Jason Peter 4 1 1/2-9 3-11 


ii 
S oot Frost is our 


starter. He is our best 
quarterback.” 


— Nebraska Coach Tom Osborne 


42 





Florida defense held Nebraska on three of four 


first-half drives with Scott Frost at quarterback. 
Enter backup Frankie London in the second, 
who promptly guided Nebraska 65 yards for a 
score, Which gave the Huskers the lead midway 
through the second quarter. London scored on 


an 8-yard run and Nebraska led 14-10. 





Frost re-entered the game with four minutes left 
in the half. The Stanford University transfer was 
ereeted by boos that echoed through the stadium. 

On his first play back, Ahman Green 
fumbled. On Nebraska's final drive in the half, 


Kris Brown missed a 27-yard field goal attempt. 


After the game, Osborne and quarterbacks 





Reserve quarterback Frankie London fakes to fullback Billy Legate. 


coach Turner Gill said the controversy was any- 
thing but, Osborne, during his postgame press 
conference, chastised the Husker fans for 
booing. “Scott Frost is our starter.” Osborne 
said. “He is our best quarterback.” 

Osborne explained his reason for inserting 
London into the lineup: “We are putting in 
Frankie London because we wanted him to 
play when the game was tight.” 

Gill added: “I don’t know where the fans 
are judging this thing on. Scott has done well. 
He is running the option and, the most impor- 
tant thing, he’s been very aggressive. He's at 
the level where he can win games.” 

Trailing 17-14 at half, Nebraska, led by 
backup Correll Buckhalter’s two scoring runs, 
exploded for 17 third-quarter points. Buckhalter 
scored on runs of 13 and five yards, while 
Brown added a 21-yard field goal. 

With the game supposedly in hand and 
Nebraska home-winning streak of 38 games 
still alive, Central Florida again looked like a 
spoiler. The Golden Knights pulled to within 
31-24 with 7:17 to play on a 4-yard Culpepper 
to Freddy Moore touchdown pass. 

Nebraska responded with an eight-play, 65- 
yard dnve to put the game out of reach. Two Frost 
passes — 12 yards to Shevin Wiggins and 33 
yards to Sheldon Jackson — keyed the drive. Frost 


scored from 5 yards out with 3:08 remaining. 


Correll Buckhalter scored two third-quarter touchdowns. 
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Devaney/ Osborne Husker Sculpture 
“The Cegacy Cives On’ 





AUTOGRAPHED 


LIMITED EDITION 


Issue Price: 
$595.00 


Edition Size: er. | | , hy 
ZOO tas + > BS ; 
; Ww = UNIVERSITY LICENSED 
aN DW ala @)\/9 B) 


Release Date: 
September 
1996 
Height: 
1o 
Stock #: 
XSPE-298 
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In Bob Devaney and Tom Osbornes lengthy coaching careers, they 
have never allowed individually signed sculptures of themselves to 


be created, until now. 
ORIGINAL 


SCULPTURES Michael Ricker is proud to pre- than any other works in the 
craneed bop sent his latest edition to a beau- marketplace today. 
eel ge 86 tiful collection of pewter master- 
pieces — The Devaney/Osborne The Devaney / Osborne 
The Bob Devaney & Tom Osborne pewter casting was Sculpture, “The Legacy Lives Sculpture measures 10"h x 9°w 


sculpted by internationallacclaimed artist and sculptor Con.” x Sd and is perfect for any 
Mic rn ae Ait nony feu cke of Sy sCUIPTUNES Dy Pus famol 5 Atist Are Nebraska fan == from the casual 

fast becom the Nast souagnGaiter artwork in the country F 4 _ 2 “ : : 

ee aire ee i as This piece is lovingly handcraft- to the fanatic Cornhusker fan! 
ee ee J, TL hee Se aT Loc litic 1) SOUL 


titled, “THE TRADE IS ON” sold for $25.000. Retail <ales o ed and individually portrays two ——‘ This unique piece can be dis- 
Rickers artwork total in excess of 300 million-dollars of the best college football played anywhere and is sure to 
Michael has established himself as an internationally recog coaches in history. Each piece IS be ad constant source of conver- 
nized artist and sculptor through a number of commissions individually signed DY both Bob sation and attention In your 
and presentations of his huge unique works-of-art. During Devaney & Tom Osborne. Each home or business. 


1985, he presented his masterpiece titled, "PARK CITY:AMER piece comes with a Letter of 

_ sf rinchison to formerFresidert and Ms. ra Signature Authenticity and a Please r emember that only 500 
Maciel Greserited his first seament of Park Gay tied TURN | Corulicate of Casting. of these sets will be available, so 
OF THE CENTURY PARK to the ; White House. It was dis reserving one immediately 


played during the Bi-Centennial in the Great Hall of Over the years, many fortunate — through your Michael Anthony 
Commerce in Washington, D.C. Michaels artwork has also collectors have enjoyed tremen- Ricker gallery | isa must! With mil- 


been displayed at Disneyland and Disney Worle dous a pp reciated value of lloons of Nebraska fans ; this 
Michae’s artwork reflects his attention to meticulous detail Limited Edition sculptures avail- piece is sure to go quickly. Bring 
and his masterly ability {0 execute total reality, combinng able through Michael Ricker home the Cornhusker 
beauty with integrity of design, Hs personel pivlosophy Pewter Inc. Because of the mar- Commemorative Piece and 


pCa: gree Padi ar acetle lean toc a keting program established over bring home ae piece of 
wat the io lector renjoys eeare hee cared Mri aan atta the past 30 years, these Limited NebraskasS most treasured col- 
Ing studio to the number-one pewter studio in the world Editions have appreciated faster lege football history. 
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____ ar Card Expires Signature 
| Street Number , I've enclosed check or money order in the amount of $ 


| City 7 State Zip 
Telephone: Day Evening 
Each sculpture is University Licensed and 


Approved and comes with a Letter of 
Authenticity and a Certificate of Title. 


Mikeek Richer 


PEWTER, inc. 


- = “ *Note: [lf ordering within your state, please include applicable sales tax amount. 
Questions: 1-800-333-8544 No sales taxis required on out-of town order 


Omaha Orders will be hand delivered, All other orders shipped UPS 


$10.00 — 


PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: MICHAEL RICKER PEWTER, 
Mai. Your Orver to: PO Box 37791, Omana, NE 68137-0791 = orn FAX Your Onper To: 402-345-1233 
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Back-To-Back National Championships 














SCOTT FROST, MALIGNED BY HUSKER FANS 
THE PREVIOUS WEEK, USED A NATIONAL 


TELEVISION AUDIENCE TO 


ANSWER 


fter a shaky performance against 
Central Florida, seventh-ranked 
Nebraska knew that the time had 
come to send a message. Mission accom- 
plished. With an ABC regional television 
audience watching, the Cornhuskers scored 
the first 21 points of the game and showed 
they would again be a player in the national- 
championship chase with a 27-14 victory in 
Seattle. 

“This victory gives us back that confi- 
dence we had when we pretty much dominat- 
ed college football in 1994 and 1995," NU 
defensive tackle Jason Peter said. “We feel 
we can play with anybody now.” 

Senior quarterback Scott Frost, booed the 
previous week at home despite a more than 
adequate performance, also answered his 


critics. He ran for touchdowns of by scoring 








JOCK 


on 34 and 30 yards on the Huskers’ first two 
possessions and finished with 18 carries for 
97 yards. A pair of kneel downs in the final 
seconds cost him a 100-yard game. He also 
completed eight of 15 passes for 
88 vards 

Instead of saying “I told you 
so,” Frost took the high road 
during postgame interviews and 
said he didn’t care about the 
expected shift in popularity. 

“The friends I have and the 
friends I want have been the 
friends with me through every- 
thing.” he said. “I’m happy for the 
team, I’m happy for the families 
of the players, I'm happy for the 


coaches, and I’m happy for the 
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Scott Frost (above) rushed for 97 


yards against Washington. Correll 
fans who have supported us every Buckhalter (right) gained 34 yards in a 


backup role. 
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NU 
NU 
NU 
WU 


WU 
NU 
NU 
Att. 


T 


Scott Frost 34 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Frost 30 run (Brown kick) 

Ahman Green 4 run (Brown kick) 
Cameron Cleeland 12 pass from 
Marques Tuiasopo (Randy Jones kick) 
Mike Reed 2 pass from Tuiasopo 
(Jones kick) 

Brown 20 FG 

Brown 31 FG 

74,023 


istics 


FUSE TINS os suc sescs ceases 
RUSHBS-YArdS ...csssssssscsonsssescO 
Sacked-Yards LOSt ccc 


FUMDIES-HOSE..oaa..ssssecsossssessscsnenseess 
PBMANNES- VANCES semrisssssinivscsucssass 
Time Of POSSESSION. 00... G4! 


Nebraska Offensive Statistics 
RUSHING — Green 29-129, Joel Makovicka 12- 
129, Frost 18-97, Correll Buckhalter 5-34, Lance 
Brown 1-3, Ted Retzlaff 1-minus 8, 
PASSING — Frost 8-15-0 88. 
RECEIVING — L. Brown 2-38, Shevin Wiggins 2- 


24, Matt Davison 1-14, Buckhalter 1-7, Kenny 


Cheatham 1-7, Green 1-minus 2. 


Nebraska Defensive Leaders 
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game. Those are the true fans, and they 
deserve the win as much as we do.” 

Frost’s counterpart, highly regarded 
Brock Huard, was knocked out of the game in 
the first half. and Washington, which came in 
ranked sixth nationally in total offense, fin- 
ished with 342 yards, 180 under their average. 

Nebraska, meanwhile, finished with 472 
total yards, including 384 from a bruising 
ground game that featured Frost, I-back 
Ahman Green and fullback Joel Makovicka, 
Green and Makovicka each had 129 yards, 
and Green added a 4-yard scoring run 
midway through the second quarter that gave 
the Huskers a 21-0 lead. 

After the early onslaught, the Nebraska 


offense sputtered, and the Huskies closed to 


21-14 with 2:48 remaining in the third 





— = 





quarter. Huard’s replacement, freshman 
Marques Tulasosopo, the son of former NFL 
player Manu Tuiasosopo, hit tailback Mike 
Reed on a 2-yard TD pass, capping a seven- 
play, 76-yard drive to cut the margin to seven. 

Washington Coach Jim Lambright 
gambled by trying an onside kick. But the 
Huskers recovered and responded with a [3- 
play, 45-yard drive that produced a 20-yard 
field goal by Kris Brown that pushed the lead 
to 10 with 12:45 lett. 

Washington was able to pin Nebraska 
at its own 3 after a punt midway through 
the fourth quarter, but Makovicka 
responded with a 44-yard run up the 
middle to key a 12-play, 81-yarddrive that 
culminated in a 31-yard field goal by 


Brown with 2:25 left. 





Chad Kelsey and Brian Shaw kept Washington quarterback Marques 


Tuiasosopo under wraps. 
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es To Subscribe Call: 1-800-333-8544 
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SOMEBODY NEEDS 
TO TELL KANSAS STATE THAT IT'S 


TRE BEAT GOES ON 








KANSAS ST 26 





NEBRASKA 56 


omebody needs to tell Kansas State 
that it’s time to punt. Since 1968, 
the Wildcats have challenged 
Nebraska 29 times. And, twenty-nine times 
the Wildcats walked away with another loss. 

Husker Coach Tom Osborne said 
Kansas State's futility against Nebraska 
hasn't been for lack of trying. “When some- 
body has beaten us for a couple of times ina 
row, I usually pay attention to that team,” 
Osborne said. “I’m sure they put a lot of 
thought into this game.” 

Perhaps, the Wildcats didn’t think hard 
enough about stopping Husker I-back 
Ahman Green, who ran for 193 yards and a 
career-high four touchdowns. Behind 
Green's potent running, Nebraska thrashed 
Kansas State 56-26. 

While Osborne won his career 25th 
game against Kansas State, Wildcat Coach 
Bill Snyder lost his ninth. “I think this game 


goes to prove that Nebraska has an extreme- 


ly fine football team — offensively and 
defensively,” Snyder said. “They proved 
today that they were far better a football 
team than we were. They were that 
much better.” 

At first, Kansas State looked like it 
finally had figured Nebraska out. Less 
than four minutes after Green scored his 
first score of the day, the Wildcats coun- 
tered with an Erick Hickson J-yard 
touchdown run. 

The Wildcats’ missed point-after 
attempt was only the beginning of bad times 
to follow. Nebraska scored on six of its next 
seven possessions, while the Blackshirts 
held K-State to 1] yards. With 5:30 left in 
the third quarter, Nebraska led 41-6. 

In the third, Green nearly manhandled 
the Wildcats by himself. He scored on a 7- 
yard run at 3:31 and raced 59 yards for 
another score less than two minutes later. 


Green scored again — this time from 50 








Ahman Green (above) is con- 
gratulated by teammate Josh 
Heskew (59) after one of 
Green's four touchdowns. 


Mike Brown (Cleft) knocks 
away a Wildcat pass. 
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1 0 21 15 — & 
6 0 6 4 — 2 


Damon Benning 26 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Ahman Green 25 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Eric Hickson 1 run (kick failed) 
Brown 31 FG 
Brown 32 FG 
Scott Frost 4 run (Brown kick) 
Green 7 run (Brown kick) 
Green 59 run (Brown kick) 
Green 50 run (Brown kick) 
Hickson 13 run (run failed) 
Jay Sims 5 run (Brown kick) 
Michael Bishop 4 run (Bishop run) 
Joe Walker 71 interception return 
(kick failed) 
Safety 
Darnell McDonald 21 pass from Bishop 
(pass failed) 
Att— 75,856 


| First downs 
Rushes-yards ........... 
PASSING YAPUS .cccsssscsccssssssesessiasees tO 


Furmbles-lost.......... 
Penaltes-yards 
TIME OF POSSESSION ee... 20" 


Nebraska Offensive Statistics 

RUSHING — Green 20-193, Frost 17-98, Bobby 
Newcombe 1-25, Sims 6-24, Joel Makovicka 7: 
18, Frankie London 3-12, Dan Alexander 5-7, 
Correll Buckhalter 1-2. 

PASSING — Frost 6-13-1 94, London 0-1-0 0. 

RECEIVING — Matt Davison 1-39, Vershan Jackson 
1-23, Sims 1-16, Kenny Cheatham 1-9, Sheldon 
Jackson 1-9, Buckhalter 1-minus 2. 


Nebraska Defensive Leaders 
Player Tackles Sacks-Yds ForLoss-Yds 
Enric Johnson 0-0) V2 
Garant WISCEOIT sessscsss cd 0-0 ond 
E iC WANTINCLscsssess0000d 0-0 0-0 
NAIK Bry sosccscssssscsd 0-0) 0-0) 
Brith SAW vsssssssssosess 5 0-0) (0) 
JAY FOFEMAM .ccssssssnn 5 0-0 1-7 
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yards out — five minutes later. With the victory already assured by the 


i 
—_ defense starts “Every defense starts tough against us, — fourth quarter, the Huskers still didn’t stop 
tough against us, 
but after awhile we but after awhile we just start to wear teams — scoring. Reserve running back Jay Sims 
just start to wear down,” Green said. “We proved to our- = scored on a 35-yard run, and Joe Walker 
teams down." 
a Hissher ttieck Abrinn Greua selves that we can get the job done, and we — intercepted Kansas State quarterback 


plan to get stronger every week.” Michael Bishop and raced 71 yards for 
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another. The Huskers also added a safety. 


The victory over Kansas State again 


proved that the Nebraska formula for 


running the football remains effective. The 
Huskers rushed tor 379 yards on 60 carries, 
While holding the Wildcats to 98 yards on 


the ground. 
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“We think we can run the ball against 
most people, and we don’t think many 
people can run on us,” Osborne said. “So far 
this year, that has been the case. We hope it 
stays that way.” 

Quarterback Scott Frost finished with 94 


yards passing and 98 rushing. 


Carlos Polk, a middle linebacker, scrambles for a Wildcat fumble. Scott Frost 


(left) goes airborne for six points. 
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ANY HOPES BAYLOR HAD FOR AN UPSET 
DISAPPEARED WHEN NEBRASKA STARTED 


RU 


ot even a soggy Floyd Casey 
Stadium field could slow down 
Ahman Green. Nor could a Baylor 
defense that had been ranked as one of the 
worst in the nation. The junior -back, coming 
off a four-touchdown night against Kansas State, 
rushed for another four as the Huskers throt- 
tled the outclassed Baylor Bears 49-21. 
Green gained 152 of his 158 yards in the 
first half. His four touchdowns moved him into 
eighth place on Nebraska's all-time scoring list. 
“We didn't know what to expect against 
the Baylor defense,” Green said. “So we just 
had to come out and do what we do best: 
run at them and look for holes. 
Green's first touchdown came midway 
through the first quarter on a 3-yard run. 
Baylor answered on its first play after the 


ensuing kickoff as Jerod Douglas’ 80-yard 






run knotted the score. 

Then, the Husker ground attack took 
control. Joel Mackovicka scored from the 15, 
followed by Green touchdown runs of 58, 2 
and 30 yards. Backup Jay Sims added another, 
scoring from 2 yards out. The Huskers fin- 
ished with 410 yards rushing on 64 carries. 

The scoring explosion left Baylor Coach Dave 


Roberts’ head spinning. “It looks like 





Even Texans (above) knew 
Baylor couldn't stay with 
Nebraska. 


Erwin Swiney (eft) helped 
keep the Baylor offense in 
check. 
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NEBRASKA 49 
BAYLOR 21 


| NEBRASKA ...... Mm FT 49 
| 21 


Ahman Green 3 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Jerod Douglas 80 run (Malt Bryant 
kick) 

Joel Makovicka 15 run (Brown kick) 
Ahman Green 58 run (Brown kick) 
Green 2 run (Brown kick) 

Green 30 run (Brown kick) 

Jay Sims 2 run (Brown kick) 

scott Frost 1 run (Brown kick) 

Darrell Bush 7 run (Bryant kick) 

Matt Anderson recovered fumble in 
end zone (Bryant kick) 


First downs 

Rushes-yards 

Passing yards 

SACKEd-VArdS |OSt.....sssscsersosereen 
Return yards 


PeMalieS-YaF US ..........scessecerneceeenstl 
Time of possession..............-.32” 


Nebraska Otfensive Statistics 
RUSHING — Green 20-158, Frost 12-71, Makovicka 
6-57, Correll Buckhalter 7-51, Josh Cobb 2-18, 
Bobby Newcombe 1-17, Frankie London 9-15, 
Billy Legate 1-14, Sims 3-11, Willie Miller 1- 
minus 2. 
| PASSING — Frost 5-8-0 103, London 3-9-0 35. 
RECEIVING — Lance Brown 2-59. Sheldon Jackson 
1-37, Kenny Cheatham 1-17, Vershan Jackson 1- 
12, Jeff Lake 1-6, Green 1-6, Newcombe 1-1 


| Nebraska Defensive Leaders 
Player Tackles Sacks-Yds ForLoss-Yds 
TOMY OFTHE ..osecrserenesencd 1-7 2-8 
Joe Walker ; 1-10 1-10 
Chad Kelsay 0-0 1-2 
Brian SAW ....ss.s.0oce0e 2 1-10 2-11 
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Nebraska will be No. | or No. 2 when it's 
all over. They are very physical, especially 
up front. They can play the game.” 

By the ume Baylor added two late touchdowns, 
the crowd of 38,175 had already succumbed to the 
elements and bolted from the stadium. 

The victory left rush end Grant Wistrom 


content. “I'm happy overall with the way we 





played, but we have to improve our depth, 
especially on defense. We know Baylor's 
not a great team, but they re another step in 
our way to the national title.” 

If Baylor could find any solace in the loss, the 
Bears could focus on their three touchdowns and 
their first score against the Huskers this decade. 


Both umes during their two previous encounters In 


J 
: 
i 
_ Lb 
. , 
i = 
ke x 


a. me = 





the 1990s, the Huskers held Baylor scoreless. 

While the Bears gained 137 yards rushing 
on 37 carries, the Baylor passing attack was a 
no-show. The Husker blackshirts sacked 
Baylor quarterback Jeff Watson four times 
and intercepted him once. Watson completed 
7-of-19 passes for just 66 yards. 


Meanwhile, Husker quarterback Scott 


Frost completed 5-of-8 passes 
for 103 yards and rushed for 
another 71 on 12 carries. 

He and Green were among those 
who drew praise from Husker Coach 
Tom Osbome. “We know we have a good offen- 
sive and defensive line” Osborme said, “but we 
have to get better execution from our second unit.” 

Baylor’s Darrell Bush scored on the 
Husker reserves on a l-yard run with 8:54 
remaining. The Bears scored on the game’s 
final play when Matt Anderson fell on 


Willie Miller’s fumble tn the end zone. 


Ahman Green (above) ran through Baylor's defense for 158 yards. 
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Tony Ortiz, who worked his way into the Husker Starting 
lineup, (eft), recovered a Baylor fumble. 


t looks like 
Nebraska will be No. 
1 or No. 2 when it’s 
all over.” 


— Baylor Coach Dave Roberts 
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NEBRASKA 
a CAN BANK 
Gym ON A 
ceorcummm WINNER 


ANNIVERSARY WITH 
TOM’S LOAN CHALLENGE. 





When you apply for and receive any 
new Norwest Personal Loan, Home 
Equity Loan or Line Of Credit in the 
amount of $5,000 or more, you'll also 


receive your choice of the following: 


* 25th Anniversary Jacket 

* 25th Anniversary Flag 

Plus, you will receive an Orange Bowl 
Program or Commemorative Print just 
for selecting automatic loan payment 
from a Norwest checking account. 
They're all one-of-a-kind and available 
only at Norwest! So, don’t pass up 

this chance to show your Cornhusker 


pride and get the loan you need. 
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24-HOUR 
LOAN EXPRESS 
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NORWEST 
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To The Nth Degree’ 


© 1998 Norwest Bank Nebraska, NLA 
Member FDIC » Equal Opportunity Lender 
Limited quantities available. 
‘) Excludes first mortgage, commercial, student, 
dealer auto and credit card loans. 
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36" x 20" 





The Red Sea 
36" x24" 


Big Red Adventure 
'94,°95 Back to Back 








“97 Big XIi Champions 
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THE HUSKERS IMPRESSED THE RED RAIDERS 
AND POLL VOTERS TO BECOME THE 


y 


ebraska’s defense made Texas 


Tech coach Spike Dykes a true 


Nt 
N 


been held to 127 yards of offense and no 


believer. His Red Raiders just had 


points, which left Dykes trying to find the 
right words to describe his team’s drubbing. 

“There's not a whole lot you can say 
when you get thoroughly manhandled,” 
Dykes said of the Huskers” 29-0 victory. “I 
thought that Nebraska’s defense was relent- 
less. They're big, strong, fast and tough, and 
anything else you can think of.” 

They also were destined to become the 
nation’s top-ranked football team after 
current No. | Penn State slipped by Big 10 
doormat Minnesota 16-15. 

Typically, Nebraska Coach Tom 
Osborne stayed away from lobbying from 


his team. “I don’t want to get into that 









| 


stuff,” he said. “I get so tired of coaches 
saying we deserve this. What do we 
deserve? We played well today and that’s 
what we try to do. I think we have a good 
team and | think we are playing well. We are 
not unbeatable. We didn’t 
run away from these 
euys. We have to play 
well every week. I'd just 
(as soon) stay No, 2.” 
Although he waited 
until the fourth quarter to 
score his only touchdown 
of the game, Ahman 
Green still reached a 


milestone in his Husker 





rushing career. Green 


Nebraska's rushing game was in high gear, 
producing 400 yards, including 178 by I-back 
Ahman Green (above). 


carried 24 times for 178 


yards while moving into Tight end Vershan Jackson Ueft) had one 


catch for 15 yards. a4 


NEBRASKA 29 


TEXAS TECH 0 


Kris Brown 32 FG 

Joel Makovicka 3 pass from 

Scott Frost (Brown kick) 

Brown 41 FG 

Brown 31 FG 

Jon Zatechka recovered fumble in 
end zone (kick failed) 

Ahman Green 7 run (Brown kick) 
15,764 


Nebraska Offensive Statistics 

RUSHING — Green 24-178, Frost 19-83, 
Makovicka 9-57, Frankie London 5-25, Dan 
Alexander 2-20, Jay Sims 4-18, Billy Legate 1-8, 
Correll Buckhalter 4-7, Willie Miller 1-4. 

PASSING — Frost 5-12-1 46. 

RECEIVING — Lance Brown 2-31, Yershan 
Jackson 1-15, Makovicka 1-3, Green 1-minus 3, 


Nebraska Defensive Leaders 
Player Tackles Sacks-Yds For Loss-Yds 
CL ee 0-0 
JASON WIRE... seecee 6 . 1-2 
Jason Peter..............6 ; 9-8 
Octavious McFarlin ...6 1-5 
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fourth place on the school’s all-time rushing list. 


“Today, offensively. we just basically 
played smash-mouth football.” Green said. 


“It wasn’t a big score with big runs, it was 


basically hike the ball, 5 yards and a pile of 


dust all day long.” 

In addition to Green's scoring run, the 
Huskers scored two additional touch- 
downs— both by unconventional means. 
The first came in the second quarter when 


Husker fullback Joel Makovicka caught a 3- 


yard Scott Frost pass. 

The other came with just under five 
minutes left in the third quarter. With the 
ball at the Texas Tech 13, Green ran to the 4, 
but fumbled. Guard Jon Zatechka pounced 
on the loose ball in the end zone and added 
his name to the Husker scoring list. 

Kicker Kris Brown contributed 
Nebraska's other scores, kicking field goals 


from 32,41 and 31 yards. 


Frost was 5-of-12 for 46 yards and an 


my 


interception. He rushed for $83 yards on 19 
carries — the fitth time he has rushed for 
more than 70 yards. 

Perhaps an indication that Texas Tech 
was facing a long day came on the Red 
Raiders’ first possession. Texas Tech drove 
42 yards in eight plays, but missed a 52- 
yard field goal. On the play, kicker Jaret 
Greaser broke his right leg. 

“Someone ran into my leg,” Greaser said. 


“[ knew it was broken when he hit me. 





They're big, 


strong, fast and 

tough, and any- 
thing else you 
can think of” 


— Texas Tech Coach Spike Dykes 


Guard Jon Zatechka (64) con- 
gratulates Joel Makovicha 
after the fullback caught a 3- 
yard touchdown pass. 


Jason Peter (55) had six 
tackles and the Husker 
defense put the clamps on 
Texas Tech. 
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ON BOTH SIDES OF THE BALL. 
KANSAS WAS SIMPLY 


SIMPLY QUICLASSED 


‘his one belonged to the defense. Not 
that the Nebraska offense wasn’t par- 
ticularly strong in the Huskers’ 35-0 

victory against Kansas, but the Blackshirts 
could do no wrong. 

Thirty-one times, the Jayhawk offense 
attacked Nebraska on the ground. Seventeen 
times, the Jayhawks tried to move through 
the air. For their efforts, the Jayhawks accu- 
mulated 48 yards of total offense. 

Not since 1946 was the Husker defense 
as stingy. That's when Kansas State could 
muster just 47 yards. The performance 
against Kansas ranks as the fifth-best defen- 
sive effort in school history, 

“They really showed their superiority on 
the defensive end of the ball.” Kansas Coach 
Terry Allen said, 


Superiority that led Kansas to set some 





school records of its own. These, however, 
are for mediocrity: 
Mi Fewest yards gained in school history. 


Against Cincinnati in September, the 


Jayhawks gained just 53 yards. 

@ Tied for fewest first downs in one 
game with four. Nebraska held the Jayhawks 
to four first downs in 1972 and *74. 


Rush end Grant Wistrom said the Husker 





Grant Wistrom (above) adds 
an exclamation point to 
another stellar defensive 


play. 


The Kansas defense had 
difficulty keeping Scott Frost 
Geft) in check. 
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NEBRASKA 35 
KANSAS 0 


ASMA ........0 4 0 14 — 


Joel Makovicka 5 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Scott Frost 27 run (Brown kick) 
Makovicka 18 run (Brown kick) 
Scott Frost 14 run (Brown kick) 

NU — Abman Green 2 run (Brown kick) 

Att 42,000 


FAPSE GOW cosiccssssssss sisiinacceni 2 

| Rushes-yards . 65-382 31-21 
POSSI YIU vessscsiensssssssssiornicacacsedd 7 
oacked-yards lost 

Return yards 


FUMDIES OSE ...snncceves | 
Peralties-yardS .sscssssssescsesseesnee 6-53 
Time Of POSSESSIOM cocerssensssesson 34:20 


Nebraska Ollensive Statistic 

RUSHING — Green 25-123, Frost 21-121, 
Makovicka 10-82, Frankie London 3-21, Willie 
Miler 1-11, Jay Sims 2-9. Dan Alexander 2-8, 
Billy Legate 1-7 

PASSING — Frost 4-9-0 33, London 0-1-0 0. 

RECEIVING — Lance Brown 2-22, Green 1-6, 
Makovicka 1-5, 


Player Tackles Sacks-Yds ForLoss-Yds | 
Udy FOPEMAN,.....ss.c., 6 0-0 1-1 
Jason Peter 5 1-10 2-11 
Eric JOHNSON cscs 5 0-0 0-0 
Grant WIStFOM coved 2-19 3-20 
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defense could be proud of its effort. “A 
shutout is always tough. We think we came 
oul and played well defensively. KU doesn't 
have the most highly touted offense in the 
world, but anytime you can get a shutout in 
Division | football, it's good.” 

Enough about the defense. The Husker 
offense, which had to battle high winds and 
rain. also had its share of highlights. 

The Huskers put away the Jayhawks 
early, Nebraska took the opening kickoff 


and marched 71 yards in 12 plays for a 





score. Joel Makovicka ran 5 yards for the 
touchdown 5:45 into the game. 

The Husker offense accumulated 415 
yards, including 382 on the ground, Ahman 
Green gained 123 yards on 25 carries, while 
quarterback Scott Frost rushed for 121 yards 
on 21 carries. 

Frost's 27-yard run on the first play of 
the second quarter put the Huskers ahead 
14-0. Four minutes later, Makovicka’s I8- 
yard run gave Nebraska a 21-0 lead, which 


the Jayhawks couldn't touch. 


Husker defensive tackle Steve Warren (above) stops Jayhawk quarterback Zac Wegner. 


Michael Rucker (left) closes in on Wegner. 


Despite the five touchdowns and 415 
yards of offense, Makovicka wasn't happy 
with Nebraska's performance. “We knew 
the weather would make tt tougher to throw 
the ball, so KU threw a lot of guys up front. 
That made it a litth tougher for us offen- 
sively, but overall we didn’t play very well. 
We definitely came out flat in the second 
halt.” 

Kansas’ brightest moment may have 
come in the first quarter when Jason Harris 


blocked a Jesse Kosch punt. True to Husker 


form, however, Makovicka scooped up the 
loose ball and ran 38 yards to the Kansas 33 


for a first down. 


“It was a big play that we didn’t let 


them get the ball deep in our territory,” 


Makovicka said. 





Gb 
A shutout Is 


always tough. We 


think we came out 
and played well 
defensively. KU 
doesn't have the most 
highly touted offen- 
sive in the world, but 
anytime you can get a 
shutout in Division | 
football, it’s good.” 


— Husker Rush End Grant Wistrom 
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Strategic Planning, Inc. 


Innovative and Creative 
Solutions for Estate Planning, 
Retirement Planning, Asset 
Management & Investment 
Planning. 


Lincoln, Columbus, Norfolk & Albion, NE. 


THANK YOU, COACH 
TOM OSBORNE! 


SALUTES COACH OSBORNE 
for 
25 SUPER YEARS! 


CORNAHUSAER SUPER & WEST “0 “ SUPER & 
2545 Cornhusker Hwy. 2635 West O Street 


Lincoln, NE GR421 Lincoln, NE G8528 
LEE SAPP are ro he 
| 800-800-8000 


ASHLAND STATE BANK | SAPP CITY BANK 


2433 Silver Street | 9003 S. 145th Street 
Ashland, NE 68003 Omaha, NE 68138 


(402) 944-2111, Ashland ) (402) 891-0003 
(402) 341-5123, Omaha 


THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES 
COACH OSBORNE! 
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pounds BODY FAT: 38.8% WEIGHT: 219 pounds BODY FAT: 17.6% 


WEIGHT: 83 POUND LOSS BODY FAT: 16.2% LOSS 
APEX + WORLD GYM = RESULTS 


Do YOU WANT REAL RESULTS? 
AT WORLD GYM, OUR CERTIFIED INSTRUCTORS HELP YOU DEVELOP CUSTOMIZED WORKOUT PROGRAMS TO 
GIVE YOU MAXIMUM RESULTS IN THE LEAST AMOUNT OF TIME. TAKE THE GUESS WORK OUT OF 
GETTING IN SHAPE. LET OUR FITNESS PROFESSIONALS GUIDE YOU TO BETTER HEALTH. 
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WEIGHT: 302 
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BRING THIS IN AND RECEIVE 


, 2 WEEKS FREE | 


| Expires 3-15-98 Certain Restrictions Apply 
12325 EMMET STREET OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68164 PH 402-493-0090 
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OFFENSIVE SHOW PREVIEWED 


FIREWORKS CELEBRATING OSBORNE'S 


DOQTH VICTORY 


ebraska coach Tom Osborne 
almost seemed embarrassed over 
the fuss that accompanied his 
250th coaching victory. “That was really 
unexpected,” Osborne said. “It got to be 
quite a production out there.” 
A ceremony that included fireworks, 
a short speech by co-captain Jason Peter 
and presentation of the game ball fol- 
lowed the on-the-field fireworks of a 69- 
7 rout that was Oklahoma's worst loss 
ever. It came in the temporary ending to 
the colorful, 78-year series between the 
two schools, who won't meet again until 
2000 because of the Big 12 Conference's 
scheduling format. 
The outcome was never in doubt, as 
the top-ranked Huskers built a 20-0 


lead at the end of the first quarter. 


They led 34-0 at halftime. 


Nebraska's defense 
string of scoreless quar- 
ters to 10. before 
Oklahoma finally scored 
late in the third quarter. 
All-America rush end 
Grant Wistrom almost 
single-handedly saw to it 
that the Sooners would 
have no chance to play 
spoiler, finishing with 10 
tackles, including four 
for losses. He had two 
sacks, forced three 
fumbles and recovered 
one. Oklahoma fumbled 


seven limes, losing four. 


“We didn't want to let 





extended tts 





Nebraska amassed 552 yards of total 
offense, including Sheldon Jackson's catch 
(above) and three touchdown runs by Joel 
Makovicha (left). 
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NEBRASKA 69 






OKLAHOMA 7 
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First downs 


ng 


Joel Makovicka 5 run (K. Brown kick} 
Brown 42 FG 

Correll Buckhalter 15 run 

(K. Brown kick) 

Bobby Newcombe 40 pass from 
scott Frost (K. Brown kick) 

Frost 12 run (K. Brown kick) 
Lance Brown 9 run (K. Brown kick) 
Makovicka 37 run (K. Brown kick) 
Makovicka 32 run (K. Brown kick) 
Seth Littrell 2 run 

(Jeremy Alexander kick) 

Correll Buckhalter 5 run 

(Ted Retzlaff kick) 

Willie Miller 7 run 

(Dan Hadenfeldt kick) 


Rushes-yards 

Passing yards | 

SaCked-yards lOSt...,..eecsssereeesoeel BO 
PRTIITT VARS: ssssissstsccnnccnassiisivaninesost 


Passes... 


Nebraska Offensive Statistics 
RUSHING — Green 18-105, Makovicka 10-101, 
Frost 8-66, Buckhalter 9-54, Miller 4-22. Frankie 
London 3-20, Newcombe 2-19, Dan Alevander 
4-9 L. Brown 1-9, Ben Kingston 1-2, Josh Cobb 


1-2. 


PASSING — Frost 6-10-0 107, London 1-2-0 36, 

RECEIVING — Newcombe 3-88, L. Brown 1-26, 
oheldon Jackson 1-18, Green 1-12, Jeff Lake 1- 
minus 1.. 


Nebrasaa Defensive Leaders 


Player 


Mike BrOWM .oscsseess al 0-) 
Grant Wistrom .........10 2-10 
Octavious McFarlin ...9 0-0 
JASON PEEL .......e.-000 6 1-4 


Te 








ire? 





Rush end Chad Kelsay wraps up an Oklahoma runner. The Huskers limited the 


Sooners to 85 yards rushing. 


Coach Osborne down,” Wistrom said, 
“He'll be the first guy to downplay the 
significance of 250 wins and give credit 
to everyone else. We all know who got 
the program to this level. and we'd give 
our heart and soul to the man.” 


Fullback Joel Makovicka ran for 10] 


yards and three touchdowns, and reserve 


[-back Correll Buckhalter added two 
scores. Quarterback Scott Frost threw 
for a touchdown and ran for a score. and 
I-back Ahman Green rushed for 105 of 
NU'‘s 409 rushing yards, 


The Sooners allowed 552 total yards 


and have given up 142 points in the last 
[wo meetings with Nebraska. Last year's 
73-21 loss had been OU’s largest 
setback in the series. 

Oklahoma, which played without 
injured leading rusher De’Mond Parker 
and started true freshmen J.T. Thatcher 
and Seth Littrell in the backfield, put up 
a fight for about three minutes, forcing 
an early fumble. But the Sooners gave it 
right back with a fumble of their own, 
and Kris Brown's 24-yard field goal 


began a string of scores on five straight 





Cornhusker possessions, 

Makovicka scored from 5 yards, and 
Brown kicked a 42-yard field goal 
before Buckhalter went 15 yards for a 
score, capping a 20-point first quarter. 

On the first play after a fumble 
recovery. Frost found Bobby Newcombe 
with a 40-yard touchdown pass, making 
it 27-0 with 13:28 left in the second 
quarter. Frost added a 12-yard TD run to 
put the Huskers up 34-0 al intermission, 
and the onslaught continued tn the 


second hallf.# 





Linebacker Tony Ortiz makes 
the stop. Ortiz had one of five 
NU sacks. 
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NEBRASKA WAS A 20-POINT FAVORITE, 


BUT NEEDED A 


MIRACLE IN MISSQUR 


though it wasn't nearly as long as the 

original, Nebraska was very proud of 

it’s own immaculate reception. 
Nebraska’s bizarre game-saving pass comple- 
tion on the final play of regulation Nov. 8 in 
Columbia, Mo., reminded many of the play by 
NFL Hall of Famer Franco Harris 25 years 
earlier, 

On that 1972 play, a pass bounced off a 
Pittsburgh teammate and into the arms of 
Harms, who took it into the end zone to give 
the Steelers a 13-7 NFL playoff victory over 
Oakland. 

This time it was Matt Davison, a4 true 
freshman from Tecumseh, who was tn the 
night place at the right ime, making a diving 


save of a last-chance pass from Scott Frost 


that bounced off the hands and then the foot of 


teammate Shevin Wiggins tn the end zone. 

“I saw the ball deflect off Shevin,” 
Davison said. “It got kicked in the air or some- 
thing. It just floated like 
a punt — end over end. 
It seemed like forever 
for the ball to get there. 
| dove, and I guess the 
Lord was watching 
over me. I was in the 
right place at the right 
time.” 

Davison’s catch 


was the climax of a dra- 


7 / 





NEBRASKA 45 _ 


The ‘Cornheads' were nervous (above) as 
matic 10-play, 67-yard Missouri's Corby Jones (left) passed for three 
touchdowns and ran for another. 


drive, after the Huskers 
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MISSOURI 38 





NEBRASKA ........14 7 7 10 — 4 
MISSOURI iV f f— ow 


Brock Olivo 1 run 
(Scott Knickman kick) 
- Scott Frost 16 run (Kris Brown kick) 

Frost 1 run (Brown kick) 
Torey Coleman 18 pass from 
Corby Jones (Anickman kick) 
Ahman Green 7 run (Brown kick) 
Knickman 39 FG 
Dlivo 34 pass from Jones 
(Knickman kick) 
Frost 1 run (Brown kick) 
Jones 7 run (Knickman kick) 
Brown 44 FG 
Eddie Brooks 15 pass from 
Jones (Knickman kick) 
Matt Davison 12 pass from 
Frost (Brown kick) 

NU Frost 12 run (Brown kick) 

Att 


First downs 


hed YAP dS HOSt even 
PREtUIT YAFTS ....:.ssecrcrerevrernsssionven 


PRAMS *VATOS ....eeccecnneene : 
Time of pOSSession............ 


RUSHING — Green 30-189, Frost 23-141, Joel 
Makovicka 7-24, Correll Buckhalter 1-minus 1, 

PASSING — Frost 11-24-2 175, 

RECEIVING — Kenny Cheatham 5-54, Green 248, 
Bobby Newcombe 1-33, Sheldon Jackson 1-15, 
Matt Davison 2-25 


Nebraska Delensive Leadars 
Player Tackles Sacks-Yds For Loss-Yds 
Octavious McFarlin ...8 0-0 0-() 
JAY FOTEMAN...ccccssseond . 0-0 
MIKE BIOWM .osscccssssse.c8 0-0 
Grant Wistrom 5 23 3-23 
Mike Rucker 4 . 4-23 
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took possession following a punt with just 


1:02 remaining. 

The Tigers, a 29-point underdog, traded 
punches with the unbeaten and top-ranked 
Cornhuskers for 60 minutes on the chewed-up 
grass surface at Faurot Field before finally 


succumbing 45-38 in overtime. 





Davison’s monumental brush with good 
fortune helped make it 38-38, setting the stage 
tor Nebraska's first brush with overtime. 
Missour! won the coin flip and elected to 
defend in the overtime, Nebraska I-back 
Ahman Green — who finished with 189 yards 


on 30 carries — carried twice for 13 yards, 





te. ee —= es 


eth 


moving the ball to the Tiger [2. 

Frost kept it on the ground, sprinting to his 
night before turning it upfield along the sideline. 
At the 3. he left his feet and landed in the end 
zone, giving him his fourth touchdown of the 
day. Kris Brown nailed the extra point to give 


the Huskers a 45-38 lead, but Missouri still 


Nebraska's offensive line (above), including Jon Zatechka (64), Josh 








Heshew (59), Aaron Taylor (67) and Fred Pollach (73) paved the way 


for 528 yards. 


l-back Ahman Green (left) rushed for 189 yards. 


wasn't ready to cash it in. 

Junior quarterback Corby Jones — who 
ravaged the Husker secondary for a career-high 
233 passing yards — sandwiched a 3-yard run 
between two incompletions, leaving Mizzou with 
a fourth-and-7 at the Nebraska 22, 

On fourth down, Nebraska rush ends Grant 
Wistrom and Mike Rucker — both Missouri 
natives — sacked Jones, and the Comhuskers had 
somehow escaped. 

“IT can never remember one quite like this,” NU 
Coach Tom Osbome said. “We had a lot of good 
things happen to win it. I thought we were pretty 
much done for at one time. It was just kind of one 
of those days where someone was going to win at 


the end, and we're just fortunate it was us." 


| was in the 
right place at the 
right time.” 


— Nebraska split end Matt Davison 
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- put the chef in control. 


Tell Vour Ruilder 


Call for a free cost estimate for hookup! 


554-7720 


Natural Gas is 
VETO YAN AKOMOKOym (6 fic flame’ drain 
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Call 





Tickets to six Husker women’s baskethall 
games for an easy $20? That's what you get 
with the Nebraskethall Pick Six Pass, You pick 
the six games you want to see, The Huskers 
make it worth your while. But you better act 
fast. Offers like this don't last long 


472-3111 or 1-800-8 BIG RED 








A WEEK AFTER A SUBPAR PERFORMANCE, 


THE HUSKERS MADE THE 


CYCLONES PAY 


lready hopelessly outmatched, lowa 

State had the misfortune to meet the 

Huskers one week after being embar- 
rassed on regional television. Talk about bad 
timing. The 45-38 overtime victory at Missouri 
cost the Huskers their No. | national ranking. 

An already dreadful season for the Cyclones 
turned worse as the Huskers massacred lowa 
State 77-14. The Cyclones managed just 75 yards 
rushing. 

As usual, Husker Coach Tom Osborne 
retrained from getting excited about the Husker 
performance. “I thought the first half that we did 
pretty good,” he said. Translation: The Huskers 
scored nine of their 11 touchdowns in the first 
halt. 

“We obviously weren't flat.” he added. 
Translation: The Huskers amassed 473 yards 


rushing on 63 carries. They added another 121 


yards passing. 
I-back Ahman Green continued his rampage 


through Big 12 competition by rushing tor 209 


yards on only 15 cames. He scored Nebraska's 
first, third and fourth touchdown. 
In his three games against lowa State, Green, 


a junior, has rushed for 599 yards and seven 








Nebraska's stifling defense 
was led by Eric Johnson 
(above) who had nine tackles 
and Mike Brown (Cefty), who 
had six. 
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NEBRASKA 77 
IOWA ST 14 


NEARACWA 
aT es ee eo 


IOWA STATE 


Ahman Green 18 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Bobby Newcombe 53 punt return 
(Brown kick) 

Green 49 run (Brown kick) 

Green 4 run (Brown kick) 

Tyone Watley 35 pass from Todd 
Bandhauer (Jamie Kohl kick) 
Newcombe 16 run (Brown kick) 

Joel Makovicka 9 run (Brown kick) 
Scott Frost 1 run (Brown kick) 
Sheldon Jackson 5 pass from Frost 
(Ted Retzlaff kick) 

Frost 2 run (Retzlaff kick) 

Frankie London 4 run 

(Dan Hadenteldt kick) 

Darren Davis 9 run (Kohl kick) 

Josh Cobb 1 run (Retzlaff kick) 

75,613 


Team Statistics NU 
PUA ooh aciarenennauciniesenrene Hs) 
RUSMOS-VArUS .cccsscscssncssoremened 63-473 
PASSING VAIS ...ssssescicsrsnessnoennnsene 1D 121 
SACKED-Vard IOSt...sesssssssecssseen 0-0 
PURER NAT OS iinisssenariceranreaissascaaaisd 109 
PUMMDIGS HO St icissicsss2scissadstsamosssectos 2-2 
Penalties yards .......ssscsscssseenees 1° 37 
Time Of POSSESSION........csss00000.29:28 30:32 


Nebraska Offensive Statistics 

RUSHING — Green 15-209, Frost 8-88, Newcombe 
2-31, Jay Sims 6-28, Makovicka 5-27, Dan 
Alexander 3-24, Correll Buckhalter 5-21, Monte 
Christo 2-17, Billy Legate 2-11, Willie Miller 1-6, 
Jeremy Stanislav 1-5, Jay Runty 1-5, Ben 
Kingston 1-2, Cobb 1-1, London 10-minus 2. 

PASSING — Frost 8-9-0 111, London 1-3-0 10, 

RECEIVING — Sheldon Jackson 3-32, Kenny 
Cheatham 2-26, Newcombe 1-25, Vershan 
Jackson 1-22, Lance Brown 1-15, Buckhalter 1-1. 


1 rF ® j 
racks Noatlaneive | ander 
Mou oa VCIbMeINE LEGuel 


Player Tackles Sacks-Yds For Loss-Yds 
Eric JOMNSON .............9 1-8 2-13 
MIKE BrOWN ..cccssovsscsesd) 1-0 0-0 
Kyle Vanden Bosch ...5 1-10 2-12 
Chad Kelsay).......:c00 1-13 1-13 





W. obviously 


weren't flat.” 


— NU coach Tom Osbome 
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touchdowns on 56 camies. 

Green spread the credit for his success 
around. “Tl just want to give credit to the offensive 
line and the other players on the team for any 
success that I’ve had mishing this season.” 

After the game, lowa State Coach Dan 
MecCarney had some advice for Green: Consider 
turing professional. “He 1s an outstanding foot- 
ball player, and he has had a great college career.” 


But Green was far from Nebraska's only star. 
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Wingback Bobby Newcombe and quarterback 
Scott Frost added two first-half touchdowns. 

Newcombe scored on a 53-yard punt return 
just four minutes into the game and two minutes 
after Green's 18-yard touchdown run gave 
Nebraska a 7-0 lead. Newcombe’s other score 
came ona 16-yard run late in the quarter. Just 15 
minutes in, Nebraska already had scored a 
game's worth and led 35-7, 


The deluge continued in the second quarter. 


| ik 
a a 


Scott Frost scored on nuns from 2 and | yards out. 
In addition, Joel Makovicka scored on a 9-yard 
run and Sheldon Jackson caught a 5-yard Frost 
pass for another. 

Meanwhile, Iowa State was left only with 
memories of its first-quarter touchdown. The 
Huskers led at the half 63-7. The Huskers 
reigned in the offense in the second half, scoring 
just two touchdowns. 


Cyclone running back Darren Davis fin- 


ished with 62 yards on 22 carries. quarterback 
Todd Bandhauer completed | 1-of-36 passes 
for 153 yards. 

Annoyed with their No. 3 ranking, the 10-0 
Huskers found some consolation in assuring 
themselves of a repeat place in the Big 12 
Championship game. 

Osbome said the Huskers wouldn’t overlook 
their next opponent: Colorado. “We are going to 


beat Colorado’s best effort, too,” he said 





Backup quarterback Frankie 
London (Cleft) was one of 
seven Huskers to score a 
touchdown. He had a 4-yard 
run. 


Tight end Sheldon Jackson 
(above) was the leading 
receiver with three catches 
for 32 yards and a touch- 
down. 
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NEBRASKA HAD A 17 POINT LEAD AFTER 


THREE QUARTERS BUT ENDED UP 


FANGING ON 


or Nebraska, this just didn’t seem 

like a Colorado Game. The 

Buffaloes, who have designated 
themselves as Nebraska's rival and taken 
the day-after-Thanksgiving spot on the 
schedule traditionally held by Oklahoma, 
entered the game a disappointing 5-5 and a 
2l-point underdog to the unbeaten and 
second-ranked Cornhuskers. 

For about 55 minutes, CU appeared to 
be the inconsistent team that had suffered 
through an embarrassing season after being 
rated No. | in the preseason by the Sporting 
News. But the Buffaloes, needing a victory 
to gain a bow! bid and avoid their first 
losing season since 1984, scored two late 
touchdowns and threw a huge scare into the 
Huskers before succumbing 27-24 at 
Boulder, 


Nebraska was sailing along with a 27- 


10 lead and possession with 6:33 to play. 
when Ahman Green fumbled. Colorado 
drove 77 yards in just six plays, with John 
Hessler throwing a 32-yard touchdown pass 
to Marcus Stiggers to cut the margin to 27- 
17 with 3:16 remaining. 


The Buffaloes recovered an onside kick 









NEBRASKA 27 
COLORADO 24 








Nebraska defenders close in on Colorado quarterback John Hessler 
(above). Hessler passed for 362 yards but was sacked four times, once 


by Grant Wistrom (left). 
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Scott Frost 19 run (Brown kick) 
Jeremy Aldrich 30 FG 
Ahman Green 16 run (Brown kick) 
Dwayne Cherrington 35 pass from 
John Hessler (Aldrich kick) 
Green 11 run (Brown kick) 
Brown 46 FG 
Marcus Stiggers 32 pass from Hessler 
(Aldrich kick) 
Robert Toler 18 pass from Hessler 
(Aldrich kick) 

- §2,738 


RUSNES-VAETS srmmmmnnmmnn . 
PASI VALU ssssanssssserisecssssnnasseones 


PANS sss sscsssnsspsssts zacenacastass 5°38.4 
CU 3-2 
Penalties-yards 

TIME Of POSSESSION....ccccoecoormee 33:51 26:09 


| Nebraska Ollensive Statistics 
RUSHING — Green 29-202, Frost 14-76, Joel 
Makovicka 12-46, Jay Sims 3-26. 
PASSING — Frost 7-14-0 92. 
RECEIVING — Kenny Cheatham 2-42, Green 2- 
minus 8, Matt Davison 1-22, Makovicka 1-21, 
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straight game. 








Ahman Green (above) rushed for more than 200 yards for the second 


Defensive tackle Jason Peter (right), playing with a sore back, dives to stop 


a runner. 


and again went down the field, with Robert 
Towler taking the ball out of a Nebraska 
defender’s hands for an 18-yard scoring 
pass from Hessler to slash the deficit to 27- 
24 with 1:43 left. 

Colorado just missed recovering 
another onside kick but forced a punt and 
took over at its own 20 with 52 seconds 
remaining. The Buffs were on the move 
again, but after an offensive pass interfer- 
ence penalty, NU cornerback Erwin 
Swiney stopped wide receiver Phil Savoy 
4 yards short of a first down on fourth- 


and-25 with 12 seconds remaining. 


“It all came down to whether or not we 
could stop them on one series,” said 
Nebraska rush end Grant Wistrom, 

The Huskers broke on top with 4:16 left 
in the first quarter when Kris Brown kicked 
a 25-yard field goal. Scott Frost, who ran 
14 times for 76 yards and completed seven 
of 14 passes for 92 yards to become the 
12th quarterback in Division I-A history to 
register 1,000 yards rushing and passing in 
the same season, scored on a 19-yard run 
3:18 into the second quarter to make it 10-0. 

Nebraska had a 10-3 lead at halftime 


but needed just 35 seconds of the third 


« 


»” 


quarter to extend it, as Ahman Green 
ran 16 yards for a score. The junior I[- 
back, who finished with 202 yards and, 
set up the score with a 64-yard run on 
the previous play. 

After a Colorado touchdown, the 
Huskers got the ball back and scored again, 
this time on an [l-yard run by Green that 
made it 24-10 just 4:23 into the third 
quarter. Brown's season-best 46-yard field 
goal extended the lead to 27-10 with 20 
seconds left in the period. 


But the Huskers couldn't put the 


game away. 

“I feel fortunate to win this game,” NU 
Coach Tom Osborne said, “In one sense, 
we had several chances to put it away. They 
came at us late with everything they had. 
Their offense made some big plays, and our 


defense gave up some big plays.” 





l. all came down to 
whether we could stop 
them on one series.” 


— Nebraska Rush end Grant Wistrom 
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AMBUSHED IN THE FIRST BIG 12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME, 


THE HUSKERS LEFT 


ebraska adopted part of the battle cry 
associated with a famous San Antonio 
, shrine just a few blocks away. Instead 


of “Remember the Alamo,” the Comhuskers 
were remembering St. Louis when they took the 
field for the second Big 12 Championship 
Gume Dec. 6 at the Alamodome. 

It was a different year and a different oppo- 
nent, but in many ways, Texas A&M paid the 
price for the Huskers’ collapse against Texas in 
the inaugural conference ute game in 1996, 

Sull stinging from the 37-27 ambush by 
Longhorns last year, the second-ranked 
Cornhuskers struck early and often and com- 
bined a steamrolling offense and a stifling 
defense to overwhelm No. I4 ranked Texas 
A&M 54-15 and keep their national title 
hopes alive. 


The win sent 12-0 Nebraska to the Jan, ? 





Orange Bowl against No, 3 Tennessee, which 
wrapped up the Southeastern Conference ttle 
by nipping Auburn 
later that day. 

Texas A&M, the 
Big 12 South cham- 
pion. found itself in 
the wrong place at 
the wrong time 
against the deter- 
mined North cham- 
pion Cornhuskers, 
who scored on their 
first seven posses- 


sions and cruised to a 





37-3 halftime lead 


Grant Wistrom (98) congratulates Ralph Brown 
before a sellout after Brown's interception (above). 


Mike Brown (left) was the leading tackler with 


“FoOW . 824, . 
crowd of 64,824 eight stops. 


rolling up 353 yards 
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IESRASKA .......16 21 39 14 — Oo 
13 FR — 


Scott Frost 6 run (Kris Brown kick) 
Brown 27 FG 

Brown 26 FG 

Brown 31 FG 

Ahman Green 25 run (Brown kick) 
Kyle Bryant 32 FG 

Green 1 run (Brown kick) 

Frost 2 run (Brown kick) 

Brown 44 FG 

Green 6 run (Brown kick) 

Derrick Spiller 13 pass from 
Branndon Stewart (pass failed) 
Jason Glenn 35 fumble return 
(two-point conversion failed) 
Frankie London 3 run 

(Ted Retzlatf kick) 

64,624 


Team Statistics A&M NU 
FIPS GQWINS coesssssssssssanensosee siciaeata BO 29 
Rushes-yards....., , 67-335 
PASSING YAFUS sassssessssecensseeesessven 264 é))l 
St 6-38 0-0 
PROLUPTT YOPOS sons issssssscsscenssnmssete 61 66 
12-18-0 

2-395 

5-4 

4-38 

34:23 


RUSHING — Green 34-179, Frost 15-79, Bobby 
Newcombe 2-27, Joel Makovicka 7-17, London 
2-12, Jay Sims 3-9, Billy Legate 2-8, Shevin 
Wiggins 1-6, Miller 1-minus 2, 

PASSING — Frost 12-18-0 201, 

RECEIVING — Matt Davison 3-68, Green 3-16, 
Makovicka 2-31, Lance Brown 1-27, Jeff Lake 

1-26, Newcombe 1-26, TJ. Debates 1-7, 


Nebraska Defensive Leaders 
Player Tackles Sacks-Yds For Loss-Vds 
Mike Brown | 0-0 1-2 
0-0 
0-0 
1-9 
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and holding Texas A&M to only two first 


downs. 

Senior All-America rush end Grant 
Wistrom said the Cornhuskers were driven to 
atone for what happened the previous year 
against the Longhorns. 

~ We had a chip on our shoulder about what 
happened in St. Louts,”” Wistrom said. “This 
has always been our battle cry over the summer. 


| know that was the only thing | was thinking 


about when I worked, practiced or was in the 
weight room. We weren't going to let down. 
That loss is one Ill remember the rest of my 
lite.” 

Quarterback Scott Frost. the first Nebraska 
quarterback and only the | Ith player in history 
to rush and pass for more than 1,000 yards in a 
season, had the added incentive of showing 
those who passed him over for All-Big 12 


honors. The Husker senior was a second-team 


. i 


WOrAKLIW: J 2 


choice behind 

Missouri's Corby Jones on the media team, 
and a third-team selection behind Jones and 
Kansas State's Michael Bishop on the coaches’ 
all-conference team. 

“tt definitely provides motivation,” Frost 
said earlier in the week. “I think | react well 


when | get upset.” 


Apparently so. The Husker signal-caller 
playing perhaps his best game, according to 
Frost hit Matt Davison with a 51-yard pass just 
before halftime to set up his own 2-yard scoring 
run as the nation’s No. | ranked offense scored 
at will. By halftime, Frost had 181 passing yards 
against Texas A&M's defense. known as the 


“Wrecking Crew.” 


Nebraska's receivers, being 
counseled by assistant Ron 
Brown Cabove), produced 
201 yards. 


Freshman Matt Davison (Cleft) 
led the way with three 
catches for 68 yards. 








mary seh 


Scott Frost rushed for 79 yards and two touchdowns and completed 


12 of 18 passes. 
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The Huskers also got a strong all-around 
contribution from freshman Bobby 
Newcombe, who totaled 106 yards of offense 
in the first quarter. He rushed twice for 27 
yards, caught a 26-yard pass and retumed two 
punts for 55 yards, 

Texas A&M coach R.C. Slocum said 
Nebraska “was everything | thought they 
would be, They beat us offensively, defen- 
sively and every possible way, ['m disap- 
pointed in the way weplayed. Our offense 
has to bear some responsibility for the loss. 
They didn’t make many first downs and 
stay on the field so our defense wouldn't 


have to work so hard.’ 





Ahman Green topped the 100-yard mark for the 11th straight game and scored three touchdowns. 
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REAL ESTATE 
“Discover the Difference” 


West Dodge Miracle Hills Gold Circle Papillion Council Bluffs 
330-5008 493-5008 333-5008 597-5008 328-5008 
Bellevue Glenwood Relocation 
293-5008 527-3164 (800) 642-5008 


http :/www.npdodge.com 
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~The most Rent ec equi eent combed 
pve dene Pee os the exiges 


We are approved by several major universities 
to create Collegiate Sportswear. 


Custom Activewear 


Want to design your own garment? Let us show 
you how you can even have your own label! 


File ADVANTAGE 0/ows epuniive vecuxces 
4 F ae, c ! f wg if er Ae pe ie Fi 7 ff 
Unite tel us pieel ull Yate Uf pred. pues loi 


a @ A gp ™ %' Sia . 4529 South 11th St. + Omaha, NE + 68137 + 402.359.1659 
DT / sey <i Poe: 402.591.6767 + E-mail: AROBIN 16@ aol.com 









Between THE LINES 


My experience during Nebraska's 
Orange Bow] victory over Tennessee was 
unlike that of other Husker fans. While 
most of the Big Red faithful watched the 
relentless second half pounding on TV, | 
sat in a studio trying to discern the 
meaning of muffled cheers, which were 
emanating from an adjacent room and bol- 
stered by occasional updates relayed 
through my earphone. Its not 
easy to broadcast the news 
while Nebraska is trying to 
nail down a national champi- 
onship on another channel. 
We literally raced to the 
nearest TV after our closing 
good night. 

And now in signing off 
on the Husker’s crowning 
13-0 achievement, [I’m 
rewinding my personal 
memories for replays that 
highlight the best and worst 
of the ‘97 season, 

Most REVEALING 
MOMENT: Tom Osborne 
choked with emotion in talking 
about his players during his retirement 
news conference. He was cool and calm 
until then. 

BEST MISDIRECTION: Tom Osborne's 
denial the day before he announced his 
retirement saying the stars and planets had 
to align first. Great coach, poor astrolo- 
Ist. 

Most ASININE BEHAVIOR: Nebraska 
fans booing Scott Frost during the Central 
Florida game, 

BEST CLUTCH PERFORMANCE: Scott 
Frost's final minute leadership against 
Missouri. It was so impressive the same 
boo-birds requested seats on the bandwag- 
on, Let ‘em walk. 
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MosT MEMORABLE CATCH: Matt 
Davidson's game-saving “flea-kicker” 
against Missourt. 

SECOND MOST MEMORABLE CATCH: 
Bobby Newcombe’s one handed sideline 
grab of a pass that was intended to sail out 
of bounds. He should be cloned. 


MOST MEMORABLE DEFENSIVE PLAY: 
Grant Wistrom’s sack of the Oklahoma 





Eric Warfield returns an interception in the Orange Bowl. 


quarterback and his successful second 
effort scramble to recover the fumble. 

Most MEMORABLE TACKLE: Ralph 
Brown's full contact body blow that sent 
Tennessee's Jamal Lewis sprawling and 
the ball flying. The Volunteer threat 
ended. 

BesT BLOCK: Scott Frost's crack-back 
pancake of a hapless Texas A&M defend- 
er. 

BEST PREDICTION: Lee Corso s — pre- 
season — statement on ESPN that 
Nebraska would win it all. [I'm a witness, 
he said it. 

Best voTe: Craig James CBS analyst 
changing his #1 AP vote to Nebraska on 





national TY. 

Worst vore: Lee Bartknecht AP 
voter from Nebraska reasoning that 
Michigan ts #1. Huh? 

SECOND WORST VOTE: Scott Frost third 
team All Big-12. Read the scoreboard! 

BEST EXPECTATIONS: Ahman Green 
says “show me the money!” 

Most IMPROVED ANNOUNCER: Brent 
Musburger ABC. The master of 
overstatement finally relaxed 
during his third NU broadcast of 
the and 
measure of genuine insight. 

Most PRESUMPTUOUS 
ANNOUNCER: Keith Jackson 
ABC. Geez Keith, why even 
play the Orange Bow] game? 

Most GUTTY PERFORMANCE: 
Joel Makovicka’s hobbling 
hamstring effort in Miami. 

Brest NEW PLAYS: Wingback 
option, wingback reverse, wing- 


season offered a 


back counter trap. Tom 
Osborne's genius will be 


missed. 

BEST STRATEGY: The Gatorade 
game plan masterminded by Wistrom and 
Jason Peter. Excellent execution. 

BEST ANSWER: “IT always wanted to go 
fishing.” Nancy Osborne's response when 
asked about her retirement plans. 

BIGGEST POST-GAME DISAPPOINTMENT: 
Jason Peter did not follow his brother's 
example on live TV and kiss Channel 6 
sportscaster Dave Webber on the other 
cheek. Dave, are you disappointed? 

Reservations? Yes, Fiesta Bowl 1999, 
Somebody else can anchor the news. 


JOHN KNICELY ANCHORS NEWSCASTS 
ON OMAHA TELEVISION STATION 
WOWT (CHANNEL 6). 

















Omaha 


Environmental System Services 
The Frazier Company 


Lincoln 
Biggerstaff Plbg Htg & A/C 
Star City Heating 


Beemer 
Stan Ortmeier & Company 


Columbus 
Metalcrafters/Total Comfort 


David City 
Total Comfort Htg & A/C 


Dodge 
Wagener Well Plbg & Htg 


Exeter 
A-Line Heating 


Fremont 
All Systems Heating & A/C 


0 We know you’re looking for the most efficient, 


Call Us! 


affordable and reliable heating and cooling 
products money can buy. 


That’s why we stock the full line of 
Armstrong Air furnaces, air conditioners 
and heat pumps. 

Whatever your heating or cooling 
need, compare our products, our service 
and our prices. We're convinced you 


won't buy anywhere else. 


Grand Island 
Burtle & Harrahill 
Heating 


McCook 


Volz Plumbing & Heating 


Tekamah 


Cass Plumbing & Heating 


North Bend 
Total Comfort Htge & A/C 


Hastings 


Dial Heating & A/C Wink’s Electric Co. 


Howells 
Baumert Electric 


Republican City Norfolk 


Hall Electric Custom Heating & A/C 


Lawrence 
Mick’s T.V. & Appliance 


Hooper 
All Systems Hte & A/C 


Schuyler 
Total Comfort Htg & A/C 
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Eldorado Bros. Heating 


Sioux City TA 


Kalin Indoor Comfort 


Vermillion, SD 
Kalin Indoor Comfort 


There's no better name for heating & cooling 
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Teammates surround |-Back Ahman Green after his 22 yard touchdown run in the third quarter of the 
Orange Bowl. 
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